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Accept Him Now 


By late Evangelist J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D. 


“Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.""—Luke 18:37 


The highways that lead to 
Jerusalem are always crowded 
with begging people. I had al- 
most to.-fight.. my...way.into the 
city because of the lame, the halt, 
and the blind, on every side. It 
was especially true in the days of 
Jesus. He was making His way 
toward the city of Jericho, and 
great multitudes thronged the 
road. By the wayside was a blind 
begger, Bartimaeus by name. He 
felt the coming of the crowd be- 
fore men with eyes could see, 
and when he realized that the 
multitudes had drawn nearer to 
him, he began to cry out excitedly, 
saying, “Tell me who it is that 
is passing by.” 

But nobody stopped to answer 
the question of the blind man. 
‘Then, I imagine, he sprang. out 
into the road, and, with arms out- 
reached, and with sightless eyes 
filled with tears, I think I hear 
him say again, “Who is it that 
is passing by?” Then someone, 
seeking to quiet him, spoke the 
words of my text—‘“Jesus of Naza- 
reth passeth by.” Then the blind 
man .began to cry for help, 
stretching forth his hands to Je- 
sus. Our Saviour turned to look 
into the sightless eyes, by a word 
gave him sight, and he went on 
his way rejoicing. 


I. Jesus Is Still Passing by 


It is not possible to say more 
than this by way of introduction, 
but I should like to add that 
Jesus of Nazareth is still passing 
by. He is the central figure of 
history, He is the foundation stone 
for all true civilization, He is 
the inspiration for right living, 
He is the strength of all true char- 
acter building, and He is our on- 
ly hope for time and eternity. 
He -is still passing by. A man in- 
sults his intelligence if he does 
not consider Him. We know what 
sort of a man He was by what 
He said. “Never man spake like 
this man.” We know it by what 
He did. He had only to reach 
out His hands, and the lame were 
healed; He had only to speak, 
and the blind could see; He had 
only to look, and the sick were 
made to rejoice, and they went 
along as if they were well. Tissot 
pictures Him passing through the 
country, and all ahead of Him 
‘are people suffering, and all back 
of Him are people leaping and 
praising God. We know Him by 
what He said, by what He did, 
by what He was. 

In one of our cities I was speak- 
ing concerning the claims of Je- 
‘sus Christ, when I saw an old, 


|Christ was the Son of God, be- 


grayhaired man, evidently espe- 
cially interested. I beckoned him 
to come near to me at the close 
of the service, and then I made 
the statement again, that Jesus 


cause He said He was, and proved 
His claim by what He did. The 
old man looked at me for a mo- 
ment and said, “Yes, but he might 
have been deceived.” 

I said, “Do you mean to say 
that Jesus Christ was a fanatic, 
and not to be accepted as a teach- 
er?” 

He said, “I should not like 
to go so far as that.” 

I held out my Bible to him, 
and said, “Take this Bible and 
read all the words of Jesus, and 
if you can find one single sentence 
in all the sayings of Jesus that 
represents Him in any other way 
than as the most marvelous of 
teachers, as any other than the 
Son of God, then I will agree in 
the presence of this audience to 
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by Arthur Retrie, “Oh. 1} 


9400 Keystone Place, Seattle 3, Washington 


One of the greatest topics that has ever engaged the} . 
minds of people throughout the Christian centuries is that of | — 
the Apostle Peter and Rome. In this sermon I am going to|: —_ 
ask and answer three questions. Was the Apostle Peter ever 


in Rome? Was he ever pope? Are the popes of the Roman| 


Catholic church successors to Peter the apostle of Christ? 
It is important from the standpoint of history; it is im- 

portant from the standpoint of doctrine; and it is important 

from the standpoint of practice, to know the correct answers 


(Continued on page 7) 


to these questions, 


Six Bible messages that answer 
questions on the Christian and sin... 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


Again let me say that I do not 
encourage sin. No one must treat 
sin lightly. We are not soon done 
with the disaster of sin. The 
Christian who sins will suffer for 
it in this life. He will suffer for 
it in the life to come. 

Some people suppose that every 
sinner who goes to Hell will suf- 
fer just alike, that every Chris- 
tian who goes to Heaven will have 
the same joy and happiness, But 
that is not true. In Revelation, 
chapter 20, we find that sinners 
who go to Hell are judged, every 
man according to his works, ac- 
cording to the things written down 
in God’s books. The torment of 
unsaved people in Hell will differ, 
each one according to his oppor- 
tunity and according to his sin. 

Likewise, the Bible makes it 
abundantly clear that not all 
Christians will enjoy the same 
position and have the same honor 
and responsibility and blessing in 
Heaven, It is true that each one 
who trusts in Christ has the same 
salvation and goes to the same 
Heaven. But beyond salvation 
there will be rewards for Chris- 
tians according to their service, 
and Christians must give an ac- 
count for their sins. Let no Chris- 
tian think that he is getting by 
with his worldiness, his sin, his 
disobedience, his carelessness about 


soul winning. 


CHAPTER IV 


The Christian’s Happiness in Heaven 
Depends on How He Lived on Carth 


1. The Christian Must Meet 
His Deeds, Good and Bad, at 
Christ’s Judgment Seat 


Read with me the shocking pas- 
sage of Scripture in II Corinthians 
5:9, . 10: 

“Wherefore we labour, that, 
whether present or absent, we may 
be accepted of him. For we must 
all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his 
body, according ta that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.” 


Here we know why Paul work- 
ed so hard, why he endured such 
persecutions, gave up home, fam- 
ily, good name, ease, honors, in 
order to win souls. He was, labor- 
ing to be acceptable to Jesus 
Christ! He knew that he would 
one day meet the Saviour and 
longed to have Jesus say to him, 
“Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant.” Paul says, “For we must 
all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” Do not confuse 
this with the final judgment of 
the unsaved as described in Rev- 
elation, chapter 20. Do not con- 
fuse this with the judgment of 
the Gentile world in Matthew 25: 
31-46. Here is a judgment, in 
Heaven, of Christians only. After 


(Continued on page 5) 


I. Was Peter Ever in Rome? 
The only authentic history of 
the life and work of Peter is the 
New Testament. It is also the 
divinely inspired history of Peter 
the apostle. That history, as I 
shall show, never has Peter in 
Rome: it disproves the tradition 
that he was ever there! Roman 
Catholic tradition is stated in a 
book by Abbe Fouard, translated 
into English, and endorsed’ by 
Cardinal Gibbons. Fouard says: 
“There is very venerable tra- 
dition to the effect that during 
the same year in which he 
escaped from Herod’s clutches, 
he arrived in Rome, and there 
established the Apostolic See, 
where it was to remain for ever 
after.’’1 


In an “Appendix,” Fouard con- | gjss 


firms that this tradition is what 


the Roman Catholic church ac-'| 
cepts as “trustworthy.” He says: | 
“The tradition which states. 


that Saint Peter arrived at 


Rome in the year 42 (A.D.) is, 


handed down to us by trust- 
worthy authorities, who are 
generally very exact; and furth- 
ermore it accords so well with 
what we know of the first years 
of the Church that we need not 
hesitate about adopting it’ !2 


It will be of interest to you, | 


my friends, to hear where this tra- 
dition was first mentioned. Abbe 
Fouard says that “the first his- 
torian to mention it is Eusebius, 
in his Chronicle, written about 
310 (A.D.).” Later on Jerome re- 
peated the tradition. He said: 
“Simon Peter came to Rome 
in the second year of Claudius, 
and he there occupied the sac- 
erdotal chair during twenty- 
five years, until the last year 
of Nero,’ 


Chamber’s Encyclopedia says 
that “this tradition is the main 
foundation of the Roman claim to 
supremacy in the church.’4 But 
this tradition is not “trustworthy.” 
William Cave, (1637-1713, A.D.), 
chaplain in ordinary to King 
Charles II, and “a scholar .of. dis-. 
tinction,” says in his “most im- 
portant work”: “What foundation 
this story of Peter’s being five- 
and-twenty years bishop of Rome 
has in antiquity, I find not.”5 


But Cave tells us something 
which all of you must know: it is 
one of the most important things 
I shall tell you in the sermon. I 
told you a bit, ago that this tra- 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Help Us 


Open the Eyes of the Blind 


By Viola Walden 
Secretary to Editor John R. Rice 


Going through letters from 
Sworp readers, I have been great- 
iy impressed by the fact that those 
‘writers are ‘people who first re- 
ceived Ttre Sworp as a gift sub- 
scription from someone else. In 
4most cases the donor is unknown, 
in my column this week I would 
dike you to read some of these 
letters. I trust they strike you 
as they did me. 

Mr. Chester A, Tilton of Capital 
Island, Maine, writes that twelve 
years ago a friend gave him a copy 
of THe Sworn. He has been a sub- 
seriber ever since—has given cop- 
ées out “along the highways and 
by-ways. I believe your paper was 
one of the first publications that 
Bave ‘spiritual light to open our 
eyes,” he Writes. “My wife and I 
have been saved eight years now, 
after ‘being church: members for 
40 years—my wife the treasurer, 
myself a deacon and trustee. Well, 
it’s. been Heaven ever since we 
got converted...” 

THE Sworp was instrumental at 
least in leading these two people 
into the lght. 


A former Wheaton College stu- 
dent writes a fine letter about 
what THe Sworp did for his fath- 
er. The paper was sent as a gift 
to certain Wheaton students, and 
was transferred to their homes 
after the school term. For two 
summers our friend Dick prayed 
regularly for his father. He 
writes: 


“After praying somewhat fervently -all 
summer, the next fall | began to see evi- 
dences that my father had changed. He 
became interested . . . sent subscriptions 
of THE SWORD to friends and relatives. The 
next summer he stopped smoking, which 
he had been unable to do for 45 -years. | 
somehow fee! that THE SWORD. had..much 
to do with this, which | take as the con- 
version of my father. He would tell me of 
certain articles which were ‘good.’ They 
were solid gospel sermons. | urged him to 
read one or two certain ones, written by 
Dr. Rice, which brings a person to a de- 
cision. He assured me he had read this 
sermon all the way through. Since that 


Peter and Rome 


(Continued from page 1) 


dition was first mentioned by 
Eusebius. He is known as “the 
father of ecclesiastical history,” 
and his dates are 260-340 A.D. 
Wow he wrote in Greek. Then I 
told you just now that Jerome re- 
tpeated the tradition and trans- 
fated this work of Eusebius. He 
wrote in Latin. But now listen to 
what Cave says in his “standard 
work,” The Lives of the Aposties, 
about ‘this translation: 

‘Tt-cannot be denied but that 
in St. Jerome’s translation it 
is expressly said, that he (Pet- 
er) ‘continued five-and-twenty 
years bishop of that city: but 
then 4t is as evident that this 
was his own addition, who prob- 
ably set things down as the re- 
port. went in his time, no such 
thing being found in the Greek 
copy of Eusebius.’ 

This tradition was further kept 
alive in the Roman church by 
RBaronius (1538-1607), a Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastical historian. 
He maintains that Peter was 
twenty-five years in Rome. But 
the has been 

“accused of using his 
authorities according to their 
proper historical sense, but art- 
fully concealing, obscuring, and 
falsifying many things—-some- 
times, ‘perhaps, from ignorance 
of the Greek, but more fre- 
quently with design.”7 

Cave supports this accusation, 
for he says that Baronius ought to 
have known better, but had put 
Himself under 

“the unhappy ‘necessity of de- 

fending those unsound princi- 

ples which he had undertaken 


not 


to maintain. For being to make 
good Peter’s five-and-twenty 
years presidency over the 
church of Rome, he was forced 
to confound times, and dislo- 
cate stories, that he might 
bring all his ends together.’’® 
This Baronius was so high up in 
the Roman Catholic church that 
he came very nearly being elected 
pope, Now I am not telling you 
that the Roman Catholic church 
of today maintains that Peter was 
in Rome for “twenty-five years,” 
but it does maintain that he did 
go to Rome, and was martyred 
there. However, in their Douay 


version of the Bible, they say that’ 


Peter wrote his first letter from 
Rome, and they give as the date 
of his first letter “A.D. 48,” say- 
ing, “St. Peter about this time 
wrote his first Epistle.’ There- 
fore that Bible maintains Peter’s 
residence in Rome at that date! 
Peter, according to the Roman 
Catholic Bible, must have depart- 
ed from Rome for some years, for 
the same Bible says on the same 
page: 
“A.D. 68 St. Peter about this 
time wrote his second Epistle. 
About this time St. Peter and 
St. Paul. came to Rome. Not 
long after they were both put 
in prison, and suffered martyr- 
— dom,’’10 

But now, my-friends,- do you 
wish to know the very latest 
pronouncement on the topic of 
Peter’s being in Rome, and of 
his going there early in New 
Testament church history? Here 
it is right from the Revised New 
Testament of the Catholic Church. 
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time he became more enthusiastic for THE 
| sworo. This | took as a-sign of conversion, 
| as | cannot think of a person being for the 
paper unless he would be converted.” 

Through the kindness of some 
friend, this subscription to a stu- 
dent was possible; not only did it 
bless the student, but the father’s 
life seems to have been changed 
by it. Somebody furnished money 
for this subscription, Was it YOU? 

This is a very interesting letter 
—Salvation from a waste basket! 
Mrs. Lundin from Chicago says a 
year ago last spring her brother 
sent THE Sworp to her. “I wasn't 
saved then, and didn’t know what 
that meant. The first copy, my 
husband threw in the wastebasket, 
but deep inside of me something 
said, ‘Read it.’ Thank God I did, 
and could hardly wait for the next 
copy to come. Through it, and the 
prayers of my sister and brother, 
I was saved last July 4 in South 
Bend, Indiana .. .” 

Why don't you do as a dear 
brother did—send a _ subscription 
to a lost sister, and who knows 
what God may. do! In the conven- 


ience of the home, lost people will ! 


often read a gospel paper when 
they won't go to church, 

“Gift subscriptions to loved ones 
have been blessed,” writes Mr. A. 
W. Nelson of Cullen, Louisiana. 
“Three people that paper was sent 
to have later been saved. Although 
they have never testified to the 
fact, I feel sure that THE SWORD 
was a great influence on them.” 


Let me stress again the import- 


ance of good Christian literature | 


in the “~home—even in unsaved 
homes. And I cannot stress too 
strongly that THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp is being used of God to con- 
vict and convert sinners all over 
the world. We marvel day by day 
at the mail we get from those who 
read the paper. 

Please, you who have unsaved 
loved ones for whom you are 
praying, see that THE SworD OF 
THE LorpD is in that home, too. 
Sinners are hungry for the gospel 
many times. Pray for us here that 
we may stay true to Christ in the 
testimony through THE SworD OF 
THE LORD, . 


“After preaching in Jeru- 
salem and Palestine he (Peter) 
went to Rome, probably after 
his liberation from prison (Acts 
12:17)."11 
That would put Peter in Rome 

about 42 or 44 A.D.! And that is 
the “very venerable’ tradition” 
held by the Catholic church, about 
which I told you in the first part 
of this sermon! My Americana 
tells me that all this tradition 
about Peter’s ever being in Rome, 
and “the direct evidence for this 
tradition cannot be traced much 
further back than 180 A.D.’’!2 


What does the Bible say about 
this? Luke, the historian of the 
New Testament church, denies it. 
Paul, who wrote half the New 
Testament, also denies it. The 
Apostle Peter himself denies it. 
The first twelve chapters of Acts 
tells us of the history of Peter’s 
ministry and traveis. There is not 
a word in them about a visit to 
Rome made by Peter. No apostle 
had gone to Rome during that 
history. Acts 12 records the im- 
prisonment and deliverance of 
Peter, Luke records that from his 
deliverance Peter “went into 
another place” (Acts 12:17 Douay 
version). If that “place” had been 
Rome, surely Luke would have 
Said so. It was the year 42 or 44 
A.D. Peter was in Jerusalem at 
the church council about the year 
46 or 48 A.D. He had not been in 
Rome during the years between 
42 and 46 A.D., as the Roman 
Catholic church teaches. 

One of the reasons the Apostle 
Paul wrote to the Christians at 
Rome was because no apostle had 
been there to establish them in 
the faith. Paul would not have 
gone over Peter’s head, and writ- 
ten to the Roman Christians if 
Peter had spent evén a few years 
there! It would have been pre- 
sumptuous on his part to say: “TI 
long to see you, that I may im- 
part unto you some spiritual gift, 
to the end ye may be established” 
(Rom. 1:11). He wrote like that 
because Peter had not been there! 
At the end of his letter to the 
Roman Christians, Paul sends 
greetings to his friends and ac- 
quaintances there. Peter’s name 
is not among them. Why? BE- 
CAUSE HE WAS NOT THERE! 
About the year 62 A.D. Paul him- 
self is in Rome. The Douay ver- 
sion admits this. Paul writes let- 
ters from Rome. In none of them 
does he mention Peter. Why? BE- 
CAUSE PETER WAS NOT IN 
ROME! ‘Tradition makes _ both 
Peter and Paul “running” the 
church at Rome together! 


“When the ancients speak of 
the bishops of Rome, and the 
first originals of that church, 
they equally distribute the 
founding and the episcopacy 


and Paul, making the one as 
much concerned in it .as the 
other. Thus Epiphanius, reck- 
oning up the bishops of that 
See, places Peter and Paul in 
the front, as the first bishops 
of Rome.’’13 
Strange that nothing like that 
is even hinted at or mentioned in 
the writings of those two apostles! 
Why? Because THEY WERE 
NOT TOGETHER IN ROME! I 
want you to turn now with me to 
I Peter 5:13. Here is the state- 


ment that has been interpreted to. 


show that Peter was in Rome. It 


‘reads: “The church that is in 


and government of it to Peter 


Babylon, elected together with 
you, saluteth you: and so doth 
my son Mark” (Douay version). A 
footnote to that verse says that 
“Babylon” is “Figuratively, 
Rome.” In the Introduction to 
First Peter, the reader is told that 
Peter “wrote it at Rome, which 
figuratively, he calls Babylon, 
about fifteen years after our 
Lord’s Ascension” (Douay version). 
That statement had the endorse- 
ment of high leaders of the Ro- 
man Catholic church, whose 
names appear on the “imprima- 
tur” (approval) page of that 
Bible!’ But the “Revised New 
Testament” of the Roman Catholic 
chureh says in its introduction to 
First Peter: 7 
“The place of composition is 
given as ‘Babylon’ ...a cryptic 
designation of the city of Rome 
. It,appears very likely that 
the Letter was written in the 
latter part of 63 or the begin- 
ning of 64.” 

It has been said that “Rome never 
changes,” but there is a change 
there! One Catholic group saying 
that Peter's first letter was writ- 
ten 48 A.D. and the other group 
saying about 63 or 64 A.D. Both 
cannot be right! But both are 
wrong about the letter’s being 
written in Rome! An _ old-time 
Baptist magazine called the teach- 
ing that “Peter was the founder 
and Bishop of the Roman Church’”’ 
an “old ecclesiastical figment.’’14 
And that is what it really is! 
There is no good reason for saying 
“in Babylon’ means “in Rome.” 
When the Bible intends a city to 
be taken figuratively or spiritually 
it says so. Look at Revelation 11: 


“And their dead bodies will lie 
m the streets of the great city, 
which is ealled spiritually Sodom 
and Egypt, where their Lord also 
was crucified’ (Douay Version). 

The. city meant is Jerusalem, 
and the reader of the Bible history 
would know that. Rome is no- 
where in the Bible called “Baby- 
lon,”’ not even in the book of Rev- 
elation! Galatians 2:8 states that 
Peter was very definitely the apos- 
tle to the Jews, as Paul was the 
apostle to the Gentiles. In New 
Testament times there were many 
Jews in Babylon on the Euphrates. 
Josephus says that a certain king 
“gave Hycanus, the high priest, 
a habitation at Babylon, where 
there were Jews in great num- 
bers"15 Peter was among them, 
and wrote from there to other 
Jews of the dispersion. Professor 
Salmon, in an “admirable” com- 
ment on I Peter 5:13, says: 


“There is no reason to sup- 
pose that at the time when this 


Epistle was written, the city | « 


of Rome was currently known 
among Christians as Babylon. 
On the contrary, wherever it is 
mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment ,,. it gets its usual name, 
. The tradition itself, 
Which connects Peter with 
Rome, too, is uncertain. ..A 
succession of distinguished in- 
terpreters and historians (Eras- 
mus, Calvin, Neander, etc.) have 
rightly held by the literal 
sense,’’16 
Now let a Roman Catholic bish- 
op talk to you for a while. Christ's 
Mission, Inc., in New York City 
has preserved a sermon given “In 
the Vatican Council of 1870.” The 
preacher was Bishop Strossmayer. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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The Editor Answers 
Young People's 
Questions 


How far is Jesus from a person 
when he seeks Jesus? When people 
say God talks with them, is ita 
voice from the air, or what is it? 


It is true that the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His resurrected and 
glorified body sits on the right 
hand of the Father in Heaven. But 
the Holy Spirit dwells in the body 
of every Christian and He repre- 
sents the Father and represents 
Christ to us. That is what Jesus 
meant in John 14:16-23. Read that 


| passage carefully and you will un- 


derstand it, I am sure. The Lord 
Jesus Christ certainly hears every 
word you say, knows every 
thought, and you certainly have 
a right to talk to Him as one 
would to another person. 


God may speak to some people 
by a voice heard by the physical 
ear, but usually God speaks to 
the heart by an impression or 
leading which is sometimes just 
as clear and positive as if one 
heard a voice with the physical 
ear. Of course, the usual way 
of God's talking to us is through 
the Bible, but He also can make 
His will clearly known by His 
Spirit’s impressing our hearts, if 
we walk very near Him and quiet- 
ly wait to know His will. 


Can I have proof that lam saved 
other than by the Word of God? 


First, one knows by the Word 
of God. When he comes to Christ, 
Christ will not cast him out, and 
that one who believes 6n Christ 
has everlasting life (John 6:37: 
John 3:36, ete.). First. John 5:13 
says, “These things have I written 


unto you that believe on the name. 


of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God.” 


“The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God” (Rom. 8:16). 
A Christian who lives near the 
Lord will have peace and joy in 
his heart which a lost person does 
not have. He will have assurance, 
if he lives near enough to God, 
that the Holy Spirit can talk to 
him. If he loses this assurance, 
it does not prove that he is not 
saved, but may mean that he 
has simply grieved the Holy 
Spirit in some way so that he does 
not have the joy of salvation. 


The Scripture says, “We know 
that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the 
brethren” (John 3:14). 


The first and most important 
evidence that one is saved is the 
evidence of the Word of God. That 
never changes, though one’s feel- 
ings may change and even one’s 
life may be unworthy so that he 
does not have the assurance in 
his heart, 


Can a sinner understand the 
Bible? 


In Acts 8:26-35, we see sidaauin 
Philip taught the Ethiopian eu- 
nuch the Bible, and preached Je- 
sus to him from Isaiah 53. The 
man did not understand the Word 
of God until it was taught to him, 
Then he saw how to be saved. 


First Corinthians 1:21 says that 

. it pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them 
that believe.” So a lost sinner 
can understand the Word of God 
if it is preached in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Now if a worldly sinner who 
does not want to be saved and 
who resists the leading of the 
Spirit of God should try to under- 
stand the Bible without obeying 
it in his heart, of course he could 
not understand it. The Holy Spirit. 
must be the teacher to help one 
understand the Bible. But the 
Holy Spirit will help any penitent 
sinner to understand enough of 


the Bible to be.saved, if he wants. 


to be. It is rebellion in the heart 


that prevents) one’s understanding 
|the Word of God. - | 
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Peter and Rome 


(Continued from page 2) 


He spoke with great feeling and 
fervency. This is what he said 
about Peter and Rome: 


“But it is said on all sides, 
Was not St. Peter at Rome? 
Was he not crucified with his 
head down? Are not the pulpits 
in which he taught, the altars 

- at which he said the mass, in 
this eternal city? St. Peter hav- 
ing been. at Rome, my vener- 
able brethren, rests only on tra- 
dition; but, if he had been 
Bishop of Rome, how can you 
from this episcopate prove his 
supremacy? Scaliger, one of the 
most learned of men, has not 

. hesitated to say that St. Peter’s 
episcopate and residence at 
Rome ought to be classed with 
RIDICULOUS LEGENDS.,’17 


There are scholars in our day 
who have seen the light. Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, who studied in Germany, 
besides at Yale, says: “There is 
no decisive proof that Peter was 
ever in Rome.”18 The editor of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD takes his 
stand with Scripture and true his- 
tory that Peter was never in 
Rome. I must tell you that some 
of those whose writings I have 
quoted to you believe that Peter 
was in Rome at the end of his 
ministry, and that he was martyr- 
ed there. But the New Testament 
is. not merely silent about it: it 
evidentially and conclusively de- 
nies it. 


II. Was Peter the Apostle, 
Ever Pope? 


I have already answered this 
second question of my sermon, but 
I must say something more par- 
ticular about it. My Americana 
says: “The Roman Catholic 
Church accounts Peter as the first 
Bishop of Rome and the first 
Pope.”19 Cardinal Gibbons wrote 
the Introduction to the English 
translation of Abbe Fouard’s book 
on. Saint Peter. He says: 

“The writer sets forth the 
reasons which have led almost 
all impartial historians, Pro- 
testant as well as Catholic, to 
admit the. fact that Saint Peter 
was the first Bishop of Rome, 
and that he suffered martyr- 
dom in the imperial city.’’20 
And yet Abbe Fouard himself 

states that ‘the details of Saint 
Peter’s ministry in Rome are al- 
most entirely unknown.’21 Since 
that is so, all that this writer 
subsequently says about it must 
be legendary. And that is what 
the reader of Fouard’s book finds! 
Thomas Hartwell Horne, B.D., in 
his masterful Introduction (1834 
Ed.), says: 

“Dr. Larder has 
shown that Peter never was 
Bishop of Rome ... The pre- 
tended primacy of Peter, on 
which the Romanists insist so 
much, has been wnanswerably 
refuted by Dr. Barrow in his 
Treatise on the Pope’s Suprem- 
acy.’22 
And the very last word on this 

Catholic claim is found in the 1955 


clearly 


World Almanac and Book of 
Facts.” Under the heading “Chron- 
ological List of Popes” it states: 


‘Name of Pope, St. Petrus; Date 
Constituted 64.” There you have 
it on page 710 of that “book of 
facts”! 

The New Testament teaching is 
crystal clear that Peter never was 
a pope in any sense, much less 
the “first pope.” The Scripture on 
which the Roman Catholic church 
bases its claim for Peter’s supre- 
macy is Matthew 16:18, 19. It 
reads: 

“And I say unto thee: That thou 
art Peter; and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 


‘against it. And I will give to thee 


the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
And whatsoever thou shalt bind 
upon.earth, it shall be bound also 
in heaven: and whatsoever thou 


. shalt loose on earth, it shall be 


loosed also 
Version). 

This interpretation follows in 
the footnotes: 


in heaven” (Douay 
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“As St. Peter by divine reve- 
lation, here made a solemn pro- 
fession of his faith of the divin- 
ity of Christ; so in recompense 
of his faith and profession, our 
Lord here declares to him the 
dignity to which he is pleased 
to raise him: Viz., that he, to 
whom he had already given the 
name of Peter « .. should be 
a rock indeed, of invincible 
strength, for the support of the 
building of the Church: in 
which building he should be, 
next to Christ Himself, the 
chief foundation stone, in quali- 
ty of chief pastor, ruler, and 
governor; and should have ac- 
cordingly all fulness of. ecclesi- 
astical power, signified by the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 

That the popes have arrogated 
all this to themselves is shown by 
the titles they claim. On page 710 
of the World Almanac it is writ- 
ten: 

“The Pope’s temporal title 
now is Sovereign of the State 
of Vatican City ... The Pope’s 
spiritual titles are: Vicar of 
Christ, Successor of St. Peter, 
Bishop of Rome... Supreme 
Pontiff of the Universal] 
Church.” 

Now there is not even the least 
scintilla of truth in any of these 
claims of the Roman Catholic 
church. The Lord NEVER or- 
dained Peter “chief pastor, ruler, 
or governor” over believers, nor 
did the Lord ever give Peter “all 
fulness of ecclesiastical power.” 


Peter himself, according to the 
Roman Catholic Bible, called 
Christ “the prince of pastors” (I 


Pet. 5:4, Douay version). He nev- 
er arrogated that “title” unto him- 
self, and no one in the New 
Testament times ever gave it to 
him, 

The historical fact is that the 


‘foundation of the papacy was laid 


by Leo the Great (390-461, A.D.). 
It was this Leo who influenced 
the Emperor Valentinian III to 
“issue a law by which the Roman 
bishop was declared the supreme 
head of the Western Church.’’23 
And it was long after that that 
the name pope was used only of} 
the bishop of Rome. 
“The name Papa (Pope), ap- 
plied elsewhere in the West as 
a title of honor to all bishops 
. became in Italy, as early as 
the beginning of the sixth cen- 
tury, the exclusive designation 
of the bishops of Rome.” 24 
My. friends, to say. that Peter 
was the “first pope,’ or that he 
was ever a@ pope, is to go against 
the teaching of the divinely in- 
(Continued on page 4) 


Commencement News From 


Christian Schools 


By Evangelist Walter Handford, Vice-president, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


Last. month in. our § schools 
column, we. listed the commence- 
ment activity at seventeen fine 
Christian schools. This month, we 
give you commencement particu- 
lars from nine additional schools 
whose information was received 
too late to.be included last month. 


Wheaton College Graduation 
Notes 

On June 6, Wheaton College 

graduated 331 seniors with ba- 

chelor of arts or science degrees, 

8 graduate students with master’s 


degrees, and 1 graduate student} 


with bachelor of divinity degree. 
Honorary -doctor of divinity de- 
grees were conferred on Rev. 
Stewart L. Boehmar of Calvary 
Church, Toronto, Canada; Rev. 
Raymond Moore, First Baptist 
Church, Thomaston, Georgia; Rev. 
Evan Welsh, Ward Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Detroit, 
Michigan. Doctorate of letters was 
given to Rev. Kenneth Wuest of 
the Moody Bible Institute faculty, 
and honorary doctorate of laws 
to Judge Edward J. Griffiths of 
Philadelphia. 

Judge Griffiths was commence- 
ment speaker and his address was 
entitied, ‘“Phe Christian and Moral 
Responsibility.” 

Japanese transfer student, Ki- 
kuo Moriya of Tokyo, Japan, re- 
ceived his second college degree 
and also climaxed a three-year 
period of study in the United 
States. His degree was in physical 
education. ‘‘Cookie’ Moriya won 
50 races under the coaching ol 
world-famous Gil Dodds at Whea- 
ton, including the 1954 National 
Collegiate two-mile race. He was 
recently presented with a slide 
projector by President V. Ray- 
mond Edman in a chapel service, 
and cited for “fine Christian testi- 
mony and spirit.on campus.’ He 
plans to return to Japan to teach, 
coach, and write for periodicals in 
Tokyo. 


Christ College and 
Seminary News 

Christ College and Seminary, lo- 
cated at Hornell, New York, has 
recently completed its first year 
as a Christian education institu- 
tion. 

Courses are offered on the Bi- 
ble institute, Bible college and 
seminary level, with emphasis be- 
ing laid on reaching those of the 
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I quote from a letter received 
sometime ago from a young man 
who met his wife at Bob Jones 
University and who was leaving 
for the mission field. He said: “I 
know you are so busy, but we 
want you to know what the school 
has done for our lives. It was 
there we got our vision of the mis- 
sion field and our concern for mis- 
sions. I want to say how much 
we appreciate the Student Loan 
Endowment Fund. I had the high- 
est scholarship offered. If it had 
not been for that, I would not 
have been able to have gone to 
school. We are going to the mis- 


sion field, and we just as well face 


facts. We may not see you again. 
We will be gone for four years, 
and who knows what may happen 
by then? We love you and the 
school and want you to know as 
one of your boys we are staying on 
the firing line for the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

We read recently where one of 
the great denominations of Amer- 
ica has 1,000 missionaries under 
the board of the denomination on 
the foreign mission field. It is 
most remarkable that Bob Jones 
University in the last few years 
has sent out to the foreign mission 


field at least 400 graduates, and 
they are on more than 40 foreign 
mission fields. The institution has 
trained a large percerffige of the 
evangelists in this country and a 
large number of pastors who are 
great soul winners and Christian 
school teachers who are witnessing 
for Christ in many places and also 
are winning souls. As a matter of 
fact, most of our Bob Jones Uni- 
versity graduates are good wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ 
and have a passion for souls. 


Now, if you are interested in the‘ Bible Church of 


kind of work God is doing through 


Bob Jones University, we- would 
like to have you help us financially |. 


with our expansion program. We 
must have more buildings to ac- 
commodate more students. We 
must also keep up our missionary 
program and continue to build our 
Student Help Fund. Whatever the 
Lord may lead you to do will be 
greatly appreciated. Please let us 
hear from you, and please don’t 
forget to pray for us. Thank you 
and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


Roman Catholic faith with, the 
Gospel. Herein, perhaps, lies one 
of the most distinctive features 
of this school. Christ College and 
Seminary has closed its first year 
of operation with the property 
and buildings entirely paid for 
and money on hand for the fur- 
ther renovation of the main build- 
ing which was formerly a sanitor- 
ium. 


Midwest Bible and 
Missionary Institute 


The Rev. Albert R. Fesmire, 
pastor of Grace Bible Church, 
Chicago, Illinois, delivered the 
commencement address at the 
fifteenth commencement exercises 
of the Midwest Bible and Mis- 
sionary Institute in St. Louis, 
Missourl. His challenging message 
was titled, “The Occupation of 
the Servant of the Lord.” 

Fifteen young men and women 
received degrees and diplomas. Of 
these fifteen, Miss Mary Ann 
Blake is only the second woman 
in the history of Midwest Bible 
and Missionary Institute to re- 
ceive the bachelor of theology de- 
gree. She was. also given the 
“Citizenship Award” together with 
Delbert Fisher, for their contribu- 
tion to school life this vear. 

Mr. Leo Thomas, one of 
graduates in the Christian educa- 
tion course, although blind and 
led throughout school life 
fceeing-eye dog, “Skippy,” 
tained the highest grade a\ 
of all the graduates, 


the 


Washington. Bible Institute 
Confers the First Degrees 
in the School’s History 

Dr. George A. Miles, president 
of Washington Bible Institute, 
Washington, D. C., this year con- 
ferred the degree of bachelor of 
arts in biblical education upon 16 
men and women. In addition, 2 
young people received the 3-year 
diploma, and 22 others received 
various diplomas and awards in 
the evening schoo] division. This 
is the first year in which Wash- 
ington Bible Institute has been 
pranted the right to confer the 
degree of bachel@r of arts in bib- 
lical education by the Board of 
Education of the District of 
Columbia. 


Fifty-fifth Annual Commence- 
ment at Providence- 


Barrington 
Providence-Barrington Bible 
College graduated ninety-eight 


students at the fifty-fifth annual 
commencement exercises on. the 


college’s Barrington, Rhode Island, 
campus, May 31. Fifty-nine of 
these graduates received. the 


bachelor of arts degree and five 
the bachelor of theology degree. 

The commencement address was 
delivered by C. Stacey Woods, 
General Secretary of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship to the gradu- 
ates and some eight hundred 
guests in attendance. 


17 Diplomas Issued at Dallas 
Bible Institute 


Seventeen seniors, fourteen from 
the day school and three from 
the evening school, received dip- 
lomas at the fourteenth commen- 
cement exercises of the Dallas 
Bible Institute of Dallas, Texas, 
on June 3. The Rev. Elmer H. 
Henderson, pastor of the Grace 
Nacogdoches, 
Texas, spoke to the graduates on 
the.subject,..‘The.Christian Race.” 

Commencement day began with 
the senior class conducting a 
special chapel service for the stu- 
dent body, faculty, and alumni at 
11 a. m. Paul Mercer, president 
of tthe senior class, and Mrs. 
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Fredna Reeves, class historianj 
were ‘the speakers: At. noon the’ 
seniors and faculty had a lunch- 
eon at the»home’ of President 
Martin O. Masésinger. 


Aldrich Addresses Columbia, . 
Bible College Commencement. 


Dr. Roy L. Aldrich, President 
of Detroit Bible Institute, was 
the speaker at the commencement 
exercises at Columbia Bible Col- 
lege, Columbia, South Carolina, 
on May 30. Seventy-two degrees 
were conferred: at the exercises 
and alk of the graduates plan to 
enter some form. of Christian. ser- 
vice. Over fifty are volunteers 
for the foreign mission field; A 
specia] feature of the commencec- 
ment season. was the candlelight 
service on the Sunday. evening: 
preceding commencement Monday, 
when. each, senior gave a_ brie#t~ 
testimony of what his Bible col- 
lege training meant to. him and: 
how he expects to use this train- 
ing in his service for the Lord. 

Among the graduates this year 
was P. T. Chandapilla, of Tra- 
vancore, India. He came from a 
poor home in India to Columbia. 
Bible College in 1951. He is now 
returning to India with this testi- 
mony, “I return to my countrymen 
to hive and die as a witness who 
knows experientially what God in 
Christ Jesus can do in any life 
handed over to Him.” 


Graduation Program at 
Shelton College 

“Commencement in an Atomic 
Age’ was the theme of the. ad- 
ress delivered. by the Rev. Robert 
B. Vandermey at the forty-eighth 
commencement exercises of Shel- 
ton College, Ringwood, New Jer- 
sey, on Monday, June 6. Mr. Van- 
dermey, pastor of the Bible Pres- 
byterian Church, Buffalo, New 
York, is father of one of the 
graduates. Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., Shelton’s president, conferted - 
diplomas on twenty young men 
and women, Before conferring the 
degrees, Dr. Buswell presented du- 
plicate scholarship awards to. Miss 
Ruth Gray and Miss Lois Jeanette 
Johnston, The Faculty Prizes, giv- 
en to the young woman and. young 
man showing the greatest promise, 
went to Miss Johnston and. Mr. 
Robert W. Vandermey. Students 
graduating with honors (Magna 
Cum Laude) were: Miss Lois 
Johnston and Miss Ruth Gray. 
receiving diplomas Cum 
Laude were Miss Helen Ruth 
Knoll, Mr. Berkley Gardner 
Helms, Mr. James Joseph Smith, 
and Miss Gertrude Ella Lomas. 


Northeastern Bible Institute 
Graduation 


The third annual commencec- 
ment at Northeastern Bible. In- 
stitute, Essex Fells, New Jersey, 
was held on the college campus 
with Dr. Herbert Mekeel of 
Schenectady, New York, as the 
principal speaker. His address was 
entitled, “Opportunity Ahead.” 
There were four graduates who 
received diplomas this year, mak- 
ing thirteen in all in the five years 
of the school’s mcorporation. 

The school is growing each year, 
with an enrollment of approxi- 
mately 130 expected next year, 
with a senior class numbering at 
least 25. 
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Peter and Rome 


(Continued from page 3) 


spired Scriptures and the records 
of all true history. 


“What an insult to the rea- 
son and learning of the world! 
What preposterous arrogance 
and assumption! Where are the 
proofs that Saint Peter was 
really the first bishop of Rome, 
even? And if he were, where 
are the Scripture proofs that he 
had precedency over the other 
apostles? And, more, where do 
we learn in the Scriptures that 
any prerogative could be trans- 
mitted to successors? Where do 
we find that the successors of 
Peter were entitled to jurisdic- 
tion over the whole Church?”29 


Hear again the testimony of 
the Roman Catholic Bishop Stross- 
mayer: 

“Finding no trace of the pap- 
acy in the days of the apostles, 

I said to myself, I shall find 

what I am in search of in the 

annals of the church, Well, I 

say it frankly—I have sought 

for a pope in the first four 
centuries and I have not found 
him... Therefore, I establish: 
(1) That Jesus has given to His 
apostles the same power that 

He gave to St. Peter. (2) That 

the apostles never recognized in 

St. Peter the vicar of Jesus 

Christ and the infallible doctor 
- of the church. (3) That St. Pet- 

er never thought of being pope 

and never acted as if he were 
pope, (4) That the councils of 
the first four centuries ... only 
accorded to him (the bishop of 

Rome) a pre-eminence of honor, 

never of power or of jurisdic- 

tion. (5) That the holy fathers 
in .the famous passage, “Thou! 

art Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church,’ never 

understood that the church was 
built on Peter (super Petrum) 
but on the rock (super petram) 
that is, on the confession of the 
faith of the apostle, I conclude 
victoriously, with history, with 
reason, with logic, with good 
sense, and with a Christian con- 

science, that Jesus Christ did 

not confer any supremacy on 

Peter and that the bishops of 

Rome did not become sovereigns 

of the church, but only by 

confiscating one by one the 
rights of the episcopacy.”26 

But I have written testimony of 
one who gave it more than 150 
years before Bishop Strossmayer. 
Matthew Henry, real scholar and 
sincere saint, and the greatest 
single commentator of the English 
Bible, says in his Introduction to 
the Epistles of Peter: 


“There are many things con; 
fidently affirmed of this holy 
man that are directly false: as, 
That he had a primacy and 
superior power over the rest of 
the apostles—that he was more 
than their equal—that he was 
their prince, monarch, and sov- 
ereign—and that he exercised 
a jurisdiction over the whole 
college of the apostles: more- 
over, That he was the sole and 
universal pastor over all the 
Christian world, the only vicar 
of Christ on earth—that he was 
for above twenty years bishop 
of Rome—that the. popes of 
Rome succeed to St. Peter, and 
derive from him a universal su- 
premacy and jurisdiction over 
all the churches and Christians 
upon earth—and that all this is 
by our Lord’s ordering and ap- 
pointment; whereas Christ 
never gave him any pre-emin- 
ence of this kind, but positively 
forbade it, and gave precepts 

* to the contrary. The other 
apostles never consented to any 
such claim. Paul declares him- 
self not a whit behind the very 
chiefest apostles, II Cor. XI. 5 
and XII. 11. Here is no excep- 
tion of Peter’s superior dignity, 
whom Paul took freedom to 
blame, and withstood him to 
the face, Gal. IT. 11. And Peter 
himself never assumed any 
thing like it, but modestly styles 
himself an apostle of Jesus 
Christ ... It is remarkable that 
you find not so much as one 
word savouring of the spirit 
and pride of a nope in either of 
these epistles.”27 


I want now, my friends, to 
give you the findings of Viktor 
Rydberg (1829-1875), a Swedish 
author, and a man “in the fore- 
most rank of the writers of the 


world.” He wrote Roman Tradi- 
tions of Peter. He says: 


“These traditions live yet, 
and often meet. us, in the eter- 
nal city ... With a claim, as- 
suredly ill-founded but all the 
more tenaciously held, to be 
pure truth, they wrap them- 
selves in the garb of history.”25 


Then he tells us a very remark- 
able thing about the origin of 
“many” of these traditions. 


“Many of these stories, from 
an invisible seed planted by 
pious longing in imagination’s 
fruitful soil, have sprung up, 
during the lapse of ages, and 
ripened into church tradi- 
tion.”’29 
No truer words were ever spok- 

en on that subject! Rydberg tells 
us what he saw in Rome itself 
while on a visit there eighty-four 
years ago. To get the meaning of 
what he relates, I must tell you 
that formerly certain “heretical 
books” were proscribed from the 
bookshops of Rome: they were 
banned and forbidden. This Swed- 
ish author says: 


“Now the windows of the 
bookshops on the Corso are 
crammed with new works on 
philosophy and physical science, 
On the Spanish stairs the New 
Testament is now sold. On the 
Via della Scrofa, directly op- 
posite a cardinal’s palace, a 
small sign is to be seen, with 
this inscription, ‘Evangelical 
Bookstore,’ and a window, 
among the books exhibited in 
which is one that on its very 
title-page proclaims the hereti- 
cal assertion, ‘PETER NEVER 
WAS BISHOP OF ROME!’ and 
allows every passer-by to draw, 
if he will, the conclusion: so the 
pope is not Peter’s successor in 

— office!’’30 

Yes, that’s what Sweden’s great- 
est writer says in his book, Ro- 
man Traditions of Peter. 

The Polish writer Sienkiewicz 
(say Shen’ kev’ ich) might never 
have written his great book, Quo 
Vadis, if he had not accepted as 
“pure truth” the “ill-founded” 
tradition of Peter’s martyrdom at 
Rome. In that book he revives the 
legend that Peter at the time of 
his martyrdom fled from Rome 
and met the Lord going toward 
Rome. Peter knelt at His feet and 
said, “Quo Vadis, Domine?”, 
“Whither goest Bhou, O Lord?” 
And the Lord is supposed to have 
answered: “I go to Rome, to be 
crucified again.”’ Whereupon Peter 
returned to Rome, and suffered 
martyrdom with his head down- 
ward! That story is pure bun- 
combe without a scintilla of truth 
in it! The tradition of it originated 
and “dates from a sermon of St. 
Ambrose in the fourth century” !3} 

The Peter who wrote First Pet- 
er was made of different stuff 
from the Peter of tradition! The 
traditional story is a sorry one 
of Rome’s “first pope’’!! The truth 
is, Peter was NOT the first pope, 
and was never a@ pope. 


Ill, Are the Popes the 
Successors of Peter? 


The third question in this ser- 
mon is: Are-the popes the succes- 
sors of the Apostle Peter? The 
Bible and church history answer, 
NO! They are not Peter’s succes- 
sors in direct line of office nor in 
teaching and practice. My Ameri- 
cana gives a chronological tree of 
the popes, but it prefaces the “list” 
with this statement which upsets 


the tree at its roots, and gives his- | 


tory’s answer to our question: 

“The following list of Popes 
has been compiled from the 
most careful authorities, but 
the dates wp to the 3rd century 
are only approximate, THE 
CHRONOLOGY BEING VERY 
OBSCURE PREVIOUS TO 
THAT TIME” !!82 
The reason the list is “very ob- 

scure previous” to the 3rd cen- 
tury is because “THERE WAS 
NO ‘POPE’ KNOWN TO CHRIS- 
TENDOM AT THE CLOSE’ OF 
THE SIXTH CENTURY.’33 And 
furthermore: 

“No ‘Pope’ ever existed pre- 
viously, in the sense of her can- 
On-law; and it. was not till two 
centuries longer that even a 
‘Pope’ presumed to pronounce 
that title peculiar to the Bish- 
op of Rome.’’34 
A Roman Catholic writer ‘‘dar- 


ed to say in his CHRONICLES 
(A.D. 901)”: 2 


“This century is unfortunate, 
as for nearly 150 years the 
popes have fallen from all the 
virtues of their predecessors, 
and have become APOSTATES 
rather than APOSTLES.”35 


And the Roman Catholic bishop, 
Strossmayer, said about that: 
“What, then, wijl become of the 
papal succession? Can you find 
the thread of it?’36 That there 
was no true succession, this Cath- 
olic bishop shows when he says: 

“In those unfortunate days 
the See of Rome was occupied 
by two competitors, and some- 
times even by three. Which of 
these was the true pope?’’37 
The popes are not the succes- 

sors of Peter in teaching and prac- 
tice. When preaching against the 
proposed dogma of papal infalli- 
bility, this Roman Catholic bishop 
said: 

“But can you do that, when 
history is there establishing 
with a clearness equal to that 
of the sun, that THE POPES 
HAVE ERRED IN THEIR 
TEACHING.,.”38 
Has the Catholic church always 

taught that the Bible may be read 
by all, learned and unlearned? 
Hear her on that. 

“The Church has even restrict- 
ed by legislation the promiscu- 
ous reading of the Bible by the 
uncultured and the ignorant 
who sometimes have presumed 
to interpret even the most dif- 
ficult passages in it, as the first 
‘reformers’ insanely did... 
Commonsense dictates this; 
and the eccentric interpreta- 
tions of some of the so-called 
‘reformers’ and of their dis- 
ciples, ancient and modern, who 
claim the right of private inter- 
pretation, prove the wisdom of 
these Church restrictions.”39 

Let me illustrate. Father Hyp- 
polyto was a Catholic priest of 
South America who “enjoyed a 
wide reputation for eloquence and 
learning ... He was in great de- 
mand in every district of the dio- 
cese in which Gospel messengers 
had appeared.” He often “succeed- 
ed in stifling the first germ of 
life sown by the wayside.” But 

“he occasionally met a man or 

woman who had read the Bible, 

which hé had not, and who 
could easily confuse him with 
the simplest questions, such as, 

‘Where is the Apostolic teach- 

ing on Purgatory, the Interces- 

sion of Saints, the Confessional’ 
and so forth.” 

He resolved to study the Cath- 
olic Bible for himself. 

“This was more easily said 
than done. By the wisdom of 
the sixteenth-century Council 
of Trent it was laid down that 
no priest should read the Scrip- 
tures without the written con- 
sent of his Bishop under penalty 
of excommunication. Such is 
the Roman fear of the Bible in 
the hands of her own priests”! 
So “Father Hyppolyto wrote his 

bishop, exposing the difficulty of 
his situation and asking ecclesias- 
tical permission to read the Bible 
approved by the ‘Holy Church’ in 
order to confound these heretics.” 
He wrote twice “and met with a 
curt refusal.” His third letter was 
so strong that “he received an 
‘approved’ Bible by the next mail.” 
“Father Hyppolyto was soon im- 
mersed in gis Church’s Bible.” 

He searched for “confirmation” 
of the doctrines of his church. 
“One by one they were met by 
either absolute silence or a direct 
negative from the Bible of his 
own Church.” Soon afterwards he 
entered a Gospel mission hall and 
was regenerated by the Word and 
the Holy Spirit. He was “received 
as a local preacher in the Ameri- 
can Methodist Mission,” and later 
became “pastor of their largest 
congregation in Brazil.’”’40 

The popes are not the successors 
of Peter in their teaching and 
treatment of Mary, the virgir 
mother of our Lord. First of al) 
she was NOT “Immaculate.” She 
herself confessed her need for sal 
vation when she sang in the “Mag 
nificat’”: “My soul doth magnif: 
the Lord. And my spirit hath re 
joiced in God my Saviour” (Luk: 
1:46, 47, Douay Version). Sh 
was not without sin nor fault 
Matthew Henry says, referring tc 
the incident when Mary once b: 
an “indiscretion” wished to spea! 
to the Lord when He was preach 
ing: 

“The mother of our Lord de 

/ sired to speak with him; it 


— 


seemed she had not then learn- 
ed to command her Son, as the 
iniquity and idolatry of the 
church of Rome has since pre- 
tended to teach her: nor was 
she free from fault and folly 
as they would make her’ !4! 
Mary needed a Saviour. 

“Even the mother of our Lord 
had need of an interest in him 
as her Saviour, and would have 
been undone without it; and 
she glories more in the happi- 
ness which she had in common 
with all believers than in be- 
ing his mother which was an 
honour peculiar to herself, and 
this agrees with the preference 
Christ gave to obedient believ- 
ers above his mother and breth- 
ren,’’42 


Mary was NOT “the mother of 
God.” She was only the mother 
of our Lord’s humanity. Jesus 
“was God’ before His incarnation 
(John 1:1). Mary was not dog- 
matically styled “the mother of 
God” till A.D. 431 at the Council 
of Ephesus. Feasts in her honor 
were not kept till the 6th century. 
Bishop Strossmayer of the Cath- 
olic Church says: ‘‘We have made 
a goddess of the blessed Virgin.’’43 
Mary, the virgin mother of our 
Lord, was the mother by natural 
generation of four sons and some 
daughters, and Joseph “the car- 
penter” was their father. That is 
the teaching of Matthew 13:55, 56 
and Mark 6:3 (Douay Version). 
And it is the voice of Jesus speak- 
ing in Psalm 68:9, 10 (Douay 
Version) : 

“T am become a stranger to my 
brethren, and an alien to the sons 
of my mother. For the zeal of thy 
house hath eaten me up: and the 
reproaches of them that reproach- 
ed thee are fallen upon me.” 

It refers to the “sons” mention- 
ed in Mark 6:3, and tells us some- 
thing of the homelife of Jesus of 
Nazareth! Yes, Mary was the nat- 
ural mother of children! 

The popes are not the succes- 
sors of Peter in the teaching of 
The Assumption of Mary! That did 
not happen. Not a word, not a 
hint, not a thought, of it is sug- 
gested in the New Testament of 
the Roman Catholic church. It is 
nothing but “a fabulous tradition 
which had been taken up by Greg- 
ory of Tours.”44 Here is the story. 
Mary died, and was placed in a 
coffin. 

“Then the apostles with great 
honor laid the body in the tomb, 
Weeping and singing through 
exceeding love and sweetness. 


And suddenly there _ shone 
around them a light from hea- 
ven, and they fell to ‘the 


ground, and the body was tak- 

en up by angels into heaven.” 

And to make the story more 
fantastic, we are told this: 

“And as the cloud went up 
the whole earth shook, and in 
one moment all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem openly saw the de- 
parture of St. Mary.’’45 

And where is all that record- 
ed, and many more such tradi- 
tions? In the Apocrypha Of The 
New Testament. And the word 
“apocrypha” means “hidden away 
from,” and, “false,” and, “spur- 
ious.” And you can read these 
stories yourselves in the 8th vol- 
‘ume. of the Ante-Nicene Fathers. 
But the apostles of the Lord said 
nothing of all this. The name of 
“Mary” is not mentioned in the 
New Testament after Acts 1:14. 

Two of the world’s greatest 
writers visited Rome during the 
time of the Catholic church’s high 
carnival. Now the word “carnival’’ 
means “farewell to flesh,” but 
before that farewell, high carnival 
is held when all jollity possible is 
‘he order of the carnival! Those 
‘wo men were Charles Dickens o* 
"“ngland, and Viktor Rydberg of 
Sweden, Dickens wrote about it 
n his book, Pictures From Italy. 
*hapter, “Rome.” 

Peter would blush to read what 
ickens says about the church he 
S supposed to have “founded.” 
\nd as for being in Rome during 
“Holy Week,” Dickens. “would 


counsel” visitors “‘to avoid it at 


that time.” But what does the 


Swedish author, Rydberg, say? 
After witnessing the conduct of 
the people, he wrote: 


“What St. Peter, who stands” 


up there on top of the column, 
with the keys of the heavenly 
kingdom in his hand, thought 
of the matter, I do not 
know, ’’46 : 


O my friends, I have not told 
you half of what you ought to 
know, I have not told you of the 
infamous decretals which the Ro- 
man Church foisted upon the 
world, and used to found the pap- 
acy. These decretals were “papal 
edicts . . . pretending to be from 
Clement of the ante-Nicene ages,” 
but were in reality “the manu- 
factured product of the ninth cen- 
tury,”47 and what a “learned edi- 
tor’ said of them, may be said of 
the traditions I have dealt with 
in this sermon—the tradition of 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Five 


Peter and Rome 


(Continued from page 4) 


Peter’s residence in Rome—the 
tradition of Peter’s being the pope 
of Rome—the tradition of the 
pope’s being the successors of 
Peter—these traditions are “THE 
MOST STUPENDOUS IMPOS- 
TURE OF THE WORLD'S HIS- 
TORY, THE MOST SUCCESS- 
FUL AND THE MOST STUB- 
BORN IN ITS (THEIR) HOLD 
UPON ENLIGHTENED NA- 
TIONS.’’48 
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When a Christian Sins 


(Continued from page 1) 


we are already caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air, after 
we see the Saviour, then “we must 
all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” 

And what occurs at this judg- 
ment seat of Christ? “... that 
every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.” 

Do not explain away the plain 
statements of the Scriptures. 
The Christian is still to come 
face to face with his past. I know 
that the Christian has his sins 
forgiven, as far as the destiny 
of his soul is concerned. It is true 
that all of his sins are laid on Je- 
Sus and paid for on the cross. But 
God is still against sin. And up 
iy Heaven no Christian will think 
it did not matter that he sinned. 
Every Christian will find how 
horrible are the results of his sins. 
He will face what he has done, 
whether it be good or bad. 


I do not wonder that, in the 
next verse, Paul says, “Knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men...” Paul knew 
that it would be a terrifying thing 
for Christians, born again, and 
even in glorified bodies, to stand 
up before Jesus Christ and give 
an account of the deeds done in 
the body both good and bad. In 
my sermon on “Tears in Heaven” 
in the book, “And God Remember- 
ed x’ I have discussed the 
tears of Christians when they face 
their sins in Heaven. And I hope 
you will read it. 


God may forgive sins, but there 
are some of the results of sin 
that will never be undone. In 
Evansville, Indiana, years ago, was 
a wicked, drunken sinner whom 
people called, “Old Bill.” He was 
a notorious bum. He often came 
to the Evansville Rescue Mission 
for help or for a bed. Sometimes 
he landed in jail drunk. Once he 
and an old crony got drunk to- 
gether. In a drunken argument 
they fought and “Old Bill” had 
one. eye put out. 


Later “Old Bill’ was wonder- 
fully saved in the Evansville Res- 
cue Mission. His hfe was trans- 
formed completely. He loved to tell 
what God had done for him. He 
went from church to church and 
gave a noble testimony of how 
he found Christ at the Evansville 
Rescue Mission, how God took 
away the taste for drink and now 
he was respected and honored as 
a moral citzen, a greatly trusted 
Christian. 

After he was saved he would in- 
troduced himself as “New Bill.” 
“Old Bill” was 
dead, that he was a new creature. 
It was not “Old Bill” any longer 
but now it was “New Bill.” 

Yes. “Old Bill” was now “New 
Bill” and all the sins of the past 
were forgiven. 


But how many eyes do you 
suppose “New. Bill” had? “Old 
Bill” had an eye put out in a 
fight when he was a drunken sin- 
ner. Now that he was a born-a- 
gain Christian he still had only 
one eye! God had forgiven the sin, 
but the man must still live with 
the results of sin. So, even in 
Heaven, a sinner who had been 
forgiven and who has peace with 
God must still meet the results 
of some of his sins. 


2. Fruitless Christians Will 
“Suffer Loss” Even 


in. Heaven | 
At this judgment. seat of 
Christ, when every Christian’s 


works come to judgment, many 
Christians will see the deeds of 
a lifetime destroyed as worthless. 
This is discussed in I Corinithians 
3:10-15: 


“According to the grace of God 
which is given unto meé, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and. another buwildeth 
thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, 
silver; precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; Every man’s work shall 
be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire 
shall try every mains work of 
what sort it is. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall receive a reward. If 
any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

The foundation is Jesus. No one 
need start to build a Christian 
life except after having Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. But, having 
a new heart, in Christ, let every 
man take heed how he builds upon 
this foundation! 


For up in Heaven when Chris- 
tians are judged before Jesus 
Christ that building shall be re- 
vealed. 

Some works of a Christian are 
like gold, silver, precious stones 
building materials that do not 
burn, materials that last for ages 
Some Christians’ deeds are like 
building materials that will burn— 
wood, hay, stubble. At the judg- 
ment seat of Christ the fire of 
God’s judgment will try ever 
man’s work of what sort it is 
And verses 14 and 15 tell us, “T' 
any man’s work abide which he 
hath. built thereupon, he _ shal 
receive a reward. If any man’ 


work shall be burned, he shall suf 


fer loss: but he himself shall b: 
saved; yet so as by fire.” 

Read those verses again. Yo 
see that the Christian is still sav 
ed. He is saved, “yet so as by fire.’ 
His wor rks are destroyed. Even ur 


in Heaven such a Christian will 


‘shortly before 


“suffer loss.” And surely Chris- 
tians will weep in Heaven to see 
that they never did anything for 
which they could receive a reward. 


Do not confuse salvation and 
rewards. Salvation is free. Those 
who trust in Jesus Christ and are 
born again, already have salvation. 
But those whose works please 
Christ will receive a reward for 
them, when we face the dear Sav- 
iour in Heaven. 


But many, many Christians will } 


see how useless are their lives. 
Not a soul did they win, to meet 
them in Heaven! Not a thing did 
they do, to bring glory to Christ 
through the endless ages! Such 
people will suffer loss at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ in Heaven. 


3. There Will Be Eternal Re- 
wards for Christians Who 
Live Out and Out for 
God Here 


In I Corinthians 3:14 the man 
whose work will abide in Heaven 
is promised, “he shall receive a 
reward.” What kind of reward 
will God give to saints who serve 
Him devotedly here on earth? 


Well, first, Christians who have 
been overcomers in this world 
will reign with Christ in the next 
world. The aged Apostle Paul, 
his home-going, 
wrote by divine inspiration to 
young Timothy, “It is a faithful 
saying: For if we be dead with 
him, we shall also live with ‘him: 
If we suffer, we shall also reign 
with him: if we deny him, he also 
will deny us” (II Tim. 2:11, 12). 


Here Paul speaks of a blessed 
reward that will come to the faith- 
ful Christian, the faithful preach- 
er. If we are willing to count our- 
selves dead here, we will live 
with Him there. If-we suffer here 
for Jesus, we will reign’ also with 
Him. But if here we deny Him, 
then there He will deny us as 
far as open recognition is con- 
cerned. Part of the blessed re- 
ward is that they will reign with 
Christ. 

To the church of Thyatira, the 
Lord Jesus sent by the Apostle 
John this stirring message, “‘And 
he that overcometh, and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him 
will I give power over the nations: 
And he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron; as the vessels of a 
potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my 
Father” (Rev. 2:26, 27). 


Here the Lord has promised 
that when Jesus comes back to 
reign on the earth and sets up 
His kingdom centered on the 
throne of David at Jerusalem, that 
faithful Christians will help Him 
in a literal reign on earth! 

Is not this the meaning also of 
the promise to overcoming in- 
dividuals in Revelation 3:21? “To 
him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his 
throne.’’ Now Jesus is seated with 
the Father in His heavenly throne. 
One of these days when Jesus 
comes, clothed in garments of 


white, riding a white horse, with, 


a great--sword going forth from 
his mouth, to judge the nations 
of the earth and to reign on this 
earth which is His right, then 
faithful Christians will be seated 
with the Lord Jesus to reign, even 
as the dear Lord Jesus is now 
seated at the right hand of the 
Father! 


Peter once wondered how all 
the poverty and sacrifice that 
the apostles went through could 
be repaid. He said, “Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and followed 
thee; what shall we have there- 
fore?” 


Here is the answer Jesus gave: 
“Verily I say unto you, that ye 
which have followed me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his 
zlory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.” Here is.a clear promise 
‘hat those who suffer and toil 
vith Jesus here on earth will 
reign with Him hereafter. 


That, too, seems to be much of 
“he message of the parable of the 
younds in Luke 19:11-27. To the 
nan who had used his one pound 
liligently and gained more for his 

ord, the Master said, ‘“‘Well, thou 
rood servant: because thou hast 
yeen faithful in a very little, have 
hou authority over ten cities” 
Luke 19:17). Then for the man 


Who had used one pound for his 


| molasses, corn or potatoes. 


!Lord and had multiplied it to five, 


we have this word, “And he said 
likewise to him, Be thou also over 
five cities.” I believe that the 
governors, senators, premiers, and 
judges in the millennial reign ot 
Christ will be Christians who have 
been faithful in life here. Those 
who suffer with Him now will 
reign with Him then. And those 
who do well will be rewarded. 
Those who have sinned and failed 
wilf miss that reward, 


4. Those Who Sin May Miss 
the Eternal Fame and Joy 
of the Soul Winner 


The dearest thing to God’s heart 
is to win souls. Winning souls is 
the first and main command for 
the church, for-the preacher, and 
for every Christian. The Great 
Commission is your commission 
and my commission. Jesus wants 
us to tell every creature and get 
them saved, 

And God’s greatest rewards are 
for the soul winner. In Daniel 
12:2, 3, we read: 

“And many of them that. sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life. 
and some to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt, And they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.” 

Oh, the eternal reward and praise 
and glory that will come to the 
soul winner! What joy to meet 
multitudes of sinners we have won 
to Christ! What joy to see the 
dear scarred face of the Saviour 
light up with. joy over the multi- 
tudes we may have won to Christ 
with our earnest testimony, our 
sacrifice, our Spirit-filled plead- 
ing! Those who really win souls 
will have eternal joy over it in 
Heaven. 

Christians who. go on in sin, 
who live worldly. and fruitless 
lives, will miss the eternal joys 
of the soul winner. How sad to miss 
all the righteous popularity, the 
glad public praises of Jesus Him- 
self by not doing what He wants 
us to do, and especially by failing 
to win souls! 

One of the blessings to which 
a Christian looks forward is that 
of seeing his loved ones again. 
Oh, how sweet it will be to see my 


(Continued on page 7) 


COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Columbia, South Carolina _ 
Dr, G. Allen Fleece, President 


Bible-centered curriculum and essential 
liberal arts courses . . . 4-year degree of 
B.A. in Biblical Education . . . Graduate 
School of Miasions granting B.D. and M.A. 
in Biblieal Education devrees. 

Address inquiries to the Dean 


nee 


MEN 


WANTED .. 


A A tn 


FOR 
CAMPUS 
CRUSADE 


Bob Davenport, All-American fullback, and 
student chairman of Campus Crusade for 
Christ at UCLA 


“Through the influence of Campus 
Crusade for Christ, my wife Bar- 
bara and I have come into a vital 
and personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the three 
years that we have been active in 
the crusade at UCLA, we have seen 
many scores of students trust 
Christ as their Saviour and be- 
come effective witnesses for Him.” 


Would you like to have a part in 
this strategic work? Campus Cru- 
sade needs men. It is doubtful if 
there is a more strategic mission 
field in the world than the 2,500 
college campuses of America. From 
UCLA the work has ‘spread to 
many other campuses across our 
country with hundreds of decisions 
for Christ, WIN THE CAMPUSES 
TO CHRIST TODAY AND WE 
WIN THE WORLD TO CHRIST 
TOMORROW. 


If you are interested in devoting 
full time to campus evangelism, 
please address your correspondence 
to Campus Crusade for Christ, 
1385 Westwood Boulevard, Los 
Angeles 24, California. 


IF YOU CANNOT GO, 


You can pray and give to 
send others on their way. 


H. was called a circuit rider—a 
pioneer preacher of America, 
Familiarly recognized by his black 
habit, Bible and horse, his pulpit 
wasa ‘saddle. Assigned to a circuit, 
his church was the frontier itself. 
Risks ran high; provisions for in- 
dividual security were unheard 
of. Compensation, if any, was 
meager—often in the form of 


In 1900 a group of clergymen, 
recognizing the need for an organ- 
ization to protect their profession, 
formed The Minister’s Life & 
Casualty Union. The new com- 
pany was born for the exclusive 
protection of those whose life was 
devoted to full-time, professional 
religious work. Now in its 55th 
year, MLCU policies have been 
broadened to offer a wide variety 


DOUBLE PROTECTION PLAN 
For Full-Time Reli 


The nature of your job uiakes youa 
preferred risk. . 
dollar savings. Under MLCU’s Double 
Protection Plan you actually get twice 
the protection at less than half the 
proportional additional cost. For 
example, a minister 30 years of age will, 
pay $46.28 for a $2,500 Ordinary Life 
policy and by an additional premium of 
$13.13 can double his protection, 
bringing it up to $5,000. (First year 
premium only $44.33). These rates 
include the waiver of premium feature 
So, since you can qualify, act now. 
Your salesman is the mailman. Send 
for the full story. 


igious Workers Only 


. and that means big 


of Life, Health and Casualty pro- 
tection. 

Today, modern transportation 
has replaced the horse. Yet like 
the Circuit-Rider, many of. to- 
day’s clergymen are not ade- 
quately protected by life in- 
surance. Their life insurance has 
not kept abreast with the chang- 
ing times. Ministers Life 
Casualty Union can bring your 
insurance program in line with 
the times at the lowest possible 
cost. 


Send coupon TODAY > | Dav of Birth 


_—— ee ee 


| THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
| 128 Minister’s Life Bldg., Minneapotis 16, Muna... 
| In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Ont , 


LY) Hospital, Health and Accident Policy 9 


Please rush details of 
Double Protection Life Policy 0 
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20% OFF DURING AUGUST! 


New Sword Books! 


Scripture, 


The King of the Jews 
Dr. John R. 
verse-by-verse commentary on the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. Answers problems about difficult passages, 
explains clearly the many. parables, upholds the 
great doctrines of the virgin birth, inspiration of 
atonement, 
every issue adequately and honestly. A must book 
for ministers, teachers, and all Christian workers. 
Library edition, 504 large pages, usually $3.95, dur- 
ing August sale only $3.16. 


Rice’s newest book, an exhaustive 


resurrection, ¢tc.; faces 


When the King Comes Back, 


by Dr. Oswald J. Smith. Here is a tremendous book of premil- 
lennial teaching about Christ’s coming kingdom as seen by the proph- 
ets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, the Psalmist and the Apostles. 
Nine chapters, 136 pages, hard back, normally $1.50; during August 


ohly $1.20. 


Formula for Revival 


Contains the ten messages delivered by Evan- 
gelist Hyman J. Appelman at the First Annual 
Lectures on Revival and Evangelism at Tennessee 
Temple Schools, Chattannooga, Tennessee, In 1954. 


Includes such themes as, “What 


“Why We Need a Revival,” “What Will a Revival 
Do for Us?” and “The Holy Spirit and Revival.” 
Beautiful Kivar Binding, 168 pages, usually $2.00; 


sale price $1.60. 


If you order all three you will be getting—with 


Is a Revival?” 


the free book for an order totaling $5 or more— 


$8.45 worth of books for only $5.96! 


Books by Lee Roberson 


DEATH AND AFTER? 
Seven precious sermons giving a 
Bible answer to problems and 
questions about death and _ the 
dead. Dr. Roberson, with charm- 
ing simplicity, deals with such 
problems as “Shall We Know Each 
Other in Heaven?” ‘What Hap- 
pens When a Baby Dies?” and 
“What About Deathbed Repent- 
ance?’”’ Hard binding, 7 sermons, 
93 pages, colorful cover, usually 
$1.50; during August only $1.20. 


FIVE ANCIENT SINS. The 
sins the popular pastor of the 
great Highland Park Baptist 
Church in Chattanooga lists are: 
jealousy, gossip, selfishness, mal- 
ice, and unfaithfulness. Striking 
blue on yellow cover, 74 pages, 
usually $1.25; sale price $1.00. 


ITv’S DYNAMITE! Based on the 
—- theme of Ko- 
e mans 1:16, these 
- 12 sermons 
2 4 speak of the dy- 
i. ae ht se namite of faith, 
: wee CONnVictions, 
words, prayer, 
suffering, vi- 
Sion, devotion, 
doing right, the 
Spirit, the Gos- 
pel, and the sec- 
Se Meee 3=20ond coming of 
ae —<—=s—S:sSs«C*irr'stt. Library 
Wee es OAITIGn = 3a8 
pages, retails for $1.50; during 
August sale only $1.20. 


Books by Dr. Bob Shuler 


SOME DOGS I HAVE KNOWN. 
A blessed book containing six ser- 
mons by this defender of the faith 
who pastored the Trinity Metho- 
dist/ Church in Los Angeles for 
over 30 years. In addition, the 
volume has a sermon each by his 
preacher father 
preacher sons. A total of 8 mes- 
sages, 8 pictures, 142 pages, sturdy 
binding, intriguing jacket by a 
Walt Disney artist. Usually $2.00; 
during August $1.60. 


WHAT NEW DOCTRINE IS 
THIS? Twelve sermons of heart- 
moving interest. Such themes as 
“The Truth We Will Not Face,” 
“Paul Answers David,” “Battling 
the Stars,” and, “Breeding and 
Growing Death.” Bound in buff 
Mactex, 159 pages, usually $2.00; 
until August 31 only $1.60. 


Children’s Fiction 


A REWARD FOR JERRY by 
Grace Rice MacMullen. A delight- 
ful adventure story about two boys 
named Jerry and “Hurry.” This 
fascinating, refreshing story will 
be treasured by boys ..and—girls 
everywhere.- Profusely illustrated, 
hard case binding, 10 thrilling 
chapters, 96 pages, ordinarily sells 
for $1.25; until August 31, only 
$1.00. 
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Bible Study Helps 


THE COMING KINGDOM OF 
CHRIST by Dr. John R. Rice. 
Easy to understand, scriptural, 
convincing, exhaustive study. Fif- 
teen chapters, cloth binding, 188 
pages, usually $2.00; during Au- 
gust sale only $1.60. 

IS JESUS GOD? by Dr. Rice. 
Six chapters showing Jesus is God, 
answering modernists, showing 
proof of the virgin birth, present- 
ing Old Testament prophecies 
miraculously fulfilled in Christ, 
and the resurrection of the Re- 
deemer. Large type, 207 pagés, 
blue cloth binding, usually $2.00; 
during August $1.60. 


TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES by Dr. Rice. A founda- 
tion book on great basic Christian 
doctrines. Simple, yet scholarly 
and profound in both truth and 
application, Strongly evangelistic, 
deeply devotional; will help. build 
strong, consecrated Christians. 
Hard binding, 249 pages, usually 
$2.50; during August sale only 
$2.00. 

THE BIBLE: ITS CHRIST, 
AND MODERNISM by Dr. T. J. 
McCrossan. Here is a masterful, 
scholarly, unanswerable defense of 
the Christian faith. The author 
treats the very heart of modern- 
ism, showing that it stems from 
the rejection of the inerrant, in- 
spired Word of God, and rejecting 
the deity of Christ, His virgin 
birth and His bodily resurrection. 
Bound in sturdy white kivar, 215 
large pages, 6 main divisions, 
usually selling for $2.50; during 
August only $2.00. 


PRAYER—ASKING AND RE- 
CEIVING by Dr. 
Rice. The most 
popular book 
written about 
prayer in modern 
times; 165,000 
copies now in 
print. No dry-as- 
dust theory, but 
sound, heart- 
warming,  indis- 
putable Bible 
teaching wonder- 
fully supported 
by positive an- 
swers to prayer 
in the life of the author. Has revo- 
lutionized the prayer life of thou- 
sands and will be of immeasurable 
help to yours. Has 21 chapters, 
328 large pages, cloth binding, or- 
dinarily sells for $2.50; during Au- 
gust only $2.00. 

GETTING THINGS FROM GOD 


GOD by Dr. Charles Blanchard, 


second president of Wheaton Col- 
lege. Here are 24 wonderful chap- 
ters full of practical, inspiring help 
about how to pray effectively. 
Makes an ideal companion volume 
to Prayer—Asking and Receiving. 
Written by a man who believed 
and proved God’s promises. Sturdi- 
ly bound, 274 pages, usually $2.50; 
until midnight August 31, only $2. 


Revival Sermons 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS has specialized in Revival Sermons because we 
believe revival comes. only after Christians get right with God. The right kind of revival 
preaching leads to conviction of sin in the heart of the child of God. Lost sinners are 
converted. Preachers are stirred to win souls. Here are the finest of revival sermons to 


help you! 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


REVIVAL APPEALS. Here are 
sixteen striking sermons, each of 
them evangelistic in nature and 
directed toward reaching the lost 
for Christ, which the author has 
preached in great revival cam- 
paigns all over America. A marvel- 
ous mixture of boldness and ten- 
derness, doctrine and application, 
Scripture and story. Cloth bound, 
216 pages, usually sells for $2.00; 
during the August sale, only $1.60. 


WHEN SKELETONS COME 
OUT OF THEIR CLOSETS. A 
book as intriguing. as its title! 
Contains some of Dr. Rice’s most 
powerful and popular sermons and 
includes, ‘“‘Appointed to Die!” 
“Christians Watching Jesus Die,” 
“*What Shall I Do Then With 
Jesus?’” “Jesus, the Sinner’s Re- 
fuge,” and “The Last Invitation 
in the Bible.” Cloth binding, 11 
sermons, 191 pages, usually $2.00; 
during August sale only $1.60. 


THE SCARLET SIN and Other 
Revival Sermons. This-is the only 
volume of Dr. Rice’s revival ser- 
mons which are printed word for 
word, just as preached by him 
with power in great revival serv- 
ices across the nation. Considered 
by many, for this reason, the best 
of all his sermon books. Many of 
his very best sermons are in this 
volume. Ordinarily sells for $2.25, 
library edition, 254 large pages, 12 
sermons, during August sale may 
be purchased for only $1.80. 


By Various Famous Men 


OLD-TIME RELIGION by Dr. 
Joe Henry Hankins. Evangelistic 
sermons tenderly emphasizing the 
terrible consequences of sin and 
pointing out the glorious offer of 
the Redeemer’s salvation. Cloth 
binding, 12 sermons, 155 large 
pages, usually sells for $2.00 a vol- 
ume; until August 31 at midnight 
only $1.60. 


HOUSEHOLD SALVATION by 
Evangelist John Linton. Bible 
truths pungently and interestingly 
expressed. You will be enthusiastic 
about Mr. Linton’s rich Scotch 
humor and his penetrating, 
thoughtful sermons. Cloth binding, 
9 sermons, 126 pages, usually $1.50; 
during August sale only $1.20. 


BOB JONES’ REVIVAL SER- 
MONS by Evangelist Bob Jones. 
Tremendous messages as preached 
before crowds of 5,000 people in 
the Chicago city-wide campaign of 
1946, You'll thrill at these nine 
colorful, powerful, old-time revival 
messages by a.master evangelist. 
Cloth bound, 186 pages, usually 
$2.00; during August only $1.60. 


BREAD FROM BELLEVUE 
OVEN by Dr. Robert G. Lee, be- 
loved pastor of the Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church of Memphis, Tennes- 
see, and three-time president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
A tremendous value of brilliant 
preaching! Cloth binding, 8 ser- 
mons, 188 pages, usually $2.00; 
August sale price only $1.60. 


FREE 


feaavelics MIN BE BICE oo cine 3 


With Any Order 
Totaling $5 or 
More During 

August Sale 


Yes, from now until midnight, August 
31, everyone ordering books totaling $5 or 
more will receive, as a gift from the Sword 
Publishers, a lovely paper bound copy of 
Dr. Rice’s book, “All About Christian 
Giving.’’ Has 13 helpful, challenging chap- 
ters, 174 pages, a $1 value. 


Devotional Jewels 


SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES, edited 
by Dr. John R. Rice. Here is one of our 
very finest books; worth many, many times 
the list price. This is a compilation of 
some of the best classics of Christian liter- 
ature which have appeared in S 
SWORD OF THE LORD revival weekly. 
An unusual gift volume, rich jade-green 
cloth binding stamped in gold, 352 big 
pages, 21 chapters, usually $3; during Au- 
gust, only $2.40. 

GOD’S CURE FOR ANXIOUS CARE 
by Dr. Rice. Tender messages of comfort 
and encouragement for Christians who are 
defeated, sorrowful, discouraged or especi- 
ally tempted. Shows how God intends every 
Christian to be joyous and contented. Nine 
chapters, 127 pages, library editicn, usually 
$1.50; during August sale only $1.20 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED .. .’’ This 
book of sermons by John R. Rice has been 
a blessing to thousands. Six tender ser- 
mons such as ‘Tears in Heaven,’’ ‘‘Behold 
the Man!” ‘‘Where Is the Lord God of 
Elijah?’ and “The Exceeding Abundantly 
Able God.” Hard binding, 123 pages, usual- 
ly $1.50; during August only $1.20. 

IMMANUEL—GOD WITH US! by Dr. 
Rice. Described by Dr. V. R. Edman, presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, as: ‘*Thoroughly 
scriptural, warmly personal, deeply de- 
votional, with kindling of thought and 
burning heart...’ Six sermons dealing 
with. the Person-and Work of Christ, hard 
binding, 157 pages, usually $1.75; August 
sale price only $1.40. 


_—, 


Books on Revival and 
Soul Winning 


THE POWER OF PENTECOST 
by Dr. John R. Rice. One of the 
most important books on the Holy 
Spirit written in modern times. 
Nearly exhaustive, 441 pages, 15 
tremendous chapters, hard binding, 
usually $3.00; during August sale 
oniy $2.40. 


HOW TO OBTAIN FULLNESS 
OF POWER by Dr. R. A. Torrey. 
A great book by a great preacher 
of a past generation. Deals with 
the power of the Word, of the 
blood, of the Holy Spirit, of pray- 
er, and of the surrendered Hie. 
White binding, 5 chapters, 76 
pages, usually $1.50; during Au- 
gust sale only $1.20 

HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL by 
Evangelists Appelman, Hankins, 
Hendley, Jones, Rice and Wells. 
Twenty-five chapters of valuable 
information dealing with nearly 
every phase of revival effort, both 
one-church and city-wide. Cloth 
binding, 399 large pages, usually 
$3.90; until midnight August 31, 
only $2.80. 


THE SOUL WINNER’S FIRE 
by John R. Rice. Eight messages to 
give you a new conception of the 
importance of seeking sinners and 
winning them to Christ. Lovely 
cloth bound edition, 114 pages, us- 
ually $1.50; during August only 
$1.20. Also available in paper 
bound 35c Moody Colportage edi- 
tion, during August sale only $.28. 


THE PREACHER AND HIS 


5 | PREACHING by Dr. W. B. Riley, 


for 45 years pastor of the famous 
First Baptist Church of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. Fourteen lec- 
tures dealing with the man and his 
message, 146 pages, hard binding, 
usually $2.00; August price, $1.60. 


August Is the 
Month to Buy! 


*% Free Book, “All About Christian 
Giving,"’ With Every Order of $5 
or More! 

* Big 20% Discount on All of Our 
Books and Booklets! 

* Special 50% Discount on “We 
Can Have Revival Now!" 

* Prompt, Efficient Service on All 
Orders! 

* NOTE: Paperbound books and 
booklets are not listed on this 
page. See July 29 issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD fer full 
listing! 
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Books en Christian 
s 8 
Living 

THE HOME: COURTSHIP, 
MARRIAGE, AND CHILDREN 
by Dr. John R. 
Rice. The au- 
pee thor’s wealth of 


experience as pas- 
tor and counselor 


observation in 
training six love- 
ly daughters, cou- 
pled with his au- 
thoritative, 
“Thus saith the 

- oe Lord,”’ 
this book one of the most valuable 
on today’s market. Cloth bound, 
381 large.pages, 22 chapters, usu- 
ally $2.50; until midnight August 
31, only $2.00. 

WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A 
GOOD CHRISTIAN. These seven 
sermons by Dr. Rice contain the 
fruit of 30 years of earnest, heart- 
searching preaching to Christians, 
ealling them back to Bible stan- 
dards, back to separation, back to 
an all-on-the-altar dedication. 
Light green Mactex binding, 223 
pages, usually $2.25; August sale 
price, $1.80. 

THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN. 
The Christian Herald called. these 
sermons ones that “Bless and 
burn—and challenge mightily.” 
You'll agree when you've read 
these 12 messages by Dr. Rice ad- 
dressed to Christians about their 
sins! Beautifully bound, illustrated 
jacket, 253 large pages, usually 
$2.50; August sale price, $2.00. 


WHEN A CHRISTIAN SENS. 
One of the editor’s newer books 
showing that all do sin, that sin 
does not forfeit salvation, what 
sin does, how to be forgiven, and 
how to live victoriously. Deserves 
a wide circulation and will bless 
thousands. Hard binding, 134 pages, 
6 chapters, usually $1.75; during 
August sale only $1.40. 

A KNOW-SO SALVATION. As 
the title indicates, a book of mes- 
Sages appealing to the unconvert- 
ed: how to get salvation, how to 


keep it and how to know it. Other © 


salvation sermons include: “Cross- 
ing the Deadline,” “Almost Per- 
suaded,” “Today!” and “At the 
Last.” Library edition, 192 pages, 
8 chapters, usually $2.00; sale 
price, $1.60. 


BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES, 
AND WOMEN PREACHERS. Dr. 
Rice answers such questions as: Is 
it a sin for women to cut their 
hair? Must a wife be obedient to 
her husband in everything? Does 
God ever call women to preach? 
Here you will find spiritual Bible 
teaching in a realm usually ignor- 
ed. Every woman should have this 
book. Cloth binding, 91 pages, 6 
chapters, usually $1.25; sale price 
$1.00. Also available with paper 
binding (ordinarily 60c), sale price 
only §$.48. 


AUGUST ‘SALE’ j- 
SPECIAL! 
00% Off Only $i 


As a special offer for our Au- | 
eust sale, we are offering Dr. 
Rice’s book, *“‘We Can Have Re- 
vival Now!,” for half-price. This 
$2 volume can be purchased un- 
til August 31 for only $1 per 
volume, No limit! You may ov- 
der as many as you wish for 
yourself, for friends, for resale, 
for gifts, ete. Perhaps it would 
he good to stock up at this price 
for Christmas gifts. Hard bind- 
ing, 201 pages, 10 chapters; a 
real blessing! 


PLEASE NOTE: 


dy A complete listing of all our publica- 
tions—giving a 20% discount during the 
month of August—will be found on pages 
6, 7 and 8 of the July 29, 1955 issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. A coupon, for your i 
convenience, is found on page 8 of that issue, |i 
altho, of course, it is not necessary to use 
a coupon when ordering. 

‘ (2) Remember to add 5% of your total 
order—minimum of l5c per order—to coyer 
postage and handling charges! 

(3) This sale definitely will close at mid- 
night, August 31 and if you are to take ad- 
vantage of the big savings, you MUST act 
were 
, (4) Send ALL orders to: Sword of the 
Lord Publishers,. 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
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When a Christian Shs 


(Continued from page 5) 


mother who went to Heaven when 
I was a boy hardly six years old! 
I could not look forward to Hea- 
ven with much joy if I knew I 
would not meet my family there. 
My companion, my brothers and 
sisters will be there. I think no 
man ever had greater joy of his 
children than I have concerning 
my six lovely daughters. They are 
saved, They came to Christ very 
early and they are devoted Chris- 
tians. But how sad I should be, 
even in Heaven, if I should find 
my loved ones had gone to Hell! 
To miss those that we love and 
ought to have won to Christ is 
part of the loss that some Chris- 
tians must suffer in Heaven. 


Sin is a sad business. And even 
when we are in Heaven, we will 
still be sad over our sins. Chris- 
tians, beware of the terrible toll 
that disobedience and sinfulness 
and powerlessness will take, when 
we meet at the judgment seat of 
Christ in Heaven,.and then in 
the ages beyond that. 7 


Oh, how we ought to hate sin! 
Tt is said that when the emperor 
of Constantinople arrested Chry- 


ATTENTION BAPTISTS! 
Send For Your Free Copy Of 


“SHOULD BAPTIST CHURCHES 
HAVE BAPTIST MINISTERS?” 
Address Dept. E 


Grand Rapids Baptist Theological Seminary 
And Bible Institute 


811 Wealthy St., S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


¢ ¢ EARLY DELIVER 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


ing but sin. If you make him sin 
you will make him unhappy.” 
Oh, Christians ought to fear sin 


like that and hate sin like that! 


sostom and thought of trying to 
make him recant, the great 
preacher slowly shook his head. 
The emperor said to his atten- 
dants, “Put him in prison.” 

“No,” said one of them, “he 
will be glad to go because he de- 
lights in the presence of his God 
in quiet.” 

“Well, then let us execute him,” 
said the emperor. 

“He will be glad to die,” said 
the attendant, “for he wants to 
go to Heaven. I heard him say 
so the. other day. There is only 
one thing that can give Chrysos- 
tom pain, and that is to make him 
sin; he said he was afraid of noth- 


God hates sin and we must hate 
it, too, 

Let me say here, that there is 
something abominable in any 
preaching that does not speak out 
against sin. It is compromise. It 
is tainted. It is unworthy of a 
preacher’s vows and holy con- 
secration. God hates sin and says 
so. Then let every true man of 
God hate sin and say so! Let every 
Christian learn to diligently root 
out sin as a poisonous, dangerous, 
and utterly hateful thing! 


(Chapter IV from the 134-page book, 
WHEN A CHRISTIAN SINS, by Dr. John 
R. Rice. Regularly priced at $1.75. Re- 
duced to $1.40 during August Sale. Sword 


of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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turn away from my position and 
take yours.” 

The old man said he would not 
take my Bible because he had one 
of his own, but he said he would 
give the matter fair consideration. 
Three days later I saw him again 
in the meeting, and I heard him 
say this: “For the first time in 
all my life I have read carefully 
the New Testament. With preju- 
dice put away, I have considered 
the words of Jesus; honestly and 
sincerely I have weighed His mes- 
sages, and I have come to receive 
Jesus Christ as my personal 
Saviour, and, furthermore,” said 
he, “I think no man can weigh 
His words carefully without com- 
ing to the same conclusion.” Jesus 
of Nazareth still passeth by. 


Jesus Is Here in the Convicting, 
Inviting Holy Spirit 

As a matter of fact, where is 

He at this moment? I was preach- 

ing in my old church in Philadel- 

phia, when, in speaking rapidly 


- 


I made the mistake which many 
Others have made in speaking of 
Jesus. I said that He was stand- 
ing at the right hand of God, but 
He is not standing. Priests of 
earth stand, because theirs is an 
unfinished work, but He is sit- 
ting, because His redemptive 
work is finished, so far as He is 
concerned. Then all you have to 
do to be saved is to accept God’s 
offer of mercy and enter upon that 
finished work, to come with your 
sins and doubts, to come with 
your emotion or without emotion, 
to come with your feeling, or to 
come with no feeling, but come. 
He is seated at God’s right hand. 


Some one says, “Is not that 
a contradiction? You say that 
Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, 
and now you say He is seated at 
the right hand of God.” Here is 
the explanation, John, 14:16: “And 
I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for- 
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ever; even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him; but ye know him, 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you.” 

Listen to the next verse: “I will 
not leave you comfortless, I will 
come to you.” So that He is seated 
at the right hand of the Father 
and He is here. He is here in the 
third Person of the Holy Trinity. 
He is here in the singing, here 
in the speaking, here in the pray- 
ing, here in the very atmosphere. 


Jesus Here in the Invitation 
of a Song 


Mr. Moody was holding a ser- 
vice at one time when a great 
businessman came and tried to 
get into the building, which was 
crowded. They were singing that 
hymn, “OQ Word of Words the 
Sweetest,’ and had just reached 
the chorus, “Come, Oh, Come to 
Me;” that was all this business- 
man heard. He made his way back 
to his office, but he could not 
attend his business. Across the 
pages of the books he saw that 
word, “Come,” written. 

He made his way back to his 
home, and he heard it in the tick- 
ing of his clock. He shut himself 
up in his room, and he heard it in 
the beating of his heart,.and he 
told Mr. Moody that alone in his 
room, down on his knees, repent- 
ing Of his sin, he received Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, and that 
it was the words of the hymn that 
did it, and the hymn was simply 
Jesus speaking to him. 

He was one of the greatest busi- 
nessmen in the State of New 
York who came that day to Christ, 
and came because the hymn won 
him. Jesus of Nazareth was pass- 
ing by. When we were holding a 
mission on the Pacific coast, we 
were making our way up to Ore- 
gon, and we stopped at one place 
called Grant’s Pass, and had a 
great meeting there at the rail- 
road station. Just as we were sing- 
ing the “Glory Song” there climb- 
ed up on to the platform a man 
dressed like an engine-driver, and 
one of my friends said, “That is 
the engine-driver who is going to 
take your train out tonight;” and 
then he added, “He is not a Chris- 
tian.”’ Turning to him while some 
one was leading the singing, I 


said: “So you are not a Chris- 
tian?” 
He said, “Tell me what it means 


to be a Christian.” 


Then I told him it was to re- 
pent of every known sin, that it 
was to believe on Jesus Christ 
as a personal Saviour, that it was 
to confess Him as Lord, and to 
obey Him as one who could direct 


his life; and he bowed his head 
and said, “I will take Him.” 
“Very well,” I said, “tell the 


people here that you will take 
Him.” But it was not easy for 
him to speak to two thousand peo- 
ple, so he said, “You tell them.” 
The man stood by my side as I 
told them, and they cheered him 
again and again. 


That evening, after our great 
train had been thundering away 
to the north for several hours and 
had stopped for water, that 
engine-driver came to our sleep- 
ing car, and, coming up to me, 
said, “I- have carried two Presi- 
dents of the United States over 
this road. I have carried Presi- 
dent McKinley and Theodore 
Roosevelt; but this is the first 
time I have ever carried Jesus 
Christ with me. But from this 
time on, every day and night, 
He will journey with me.” 

Now, why did this man come 
to Christ? I do not at all believe 
that it was because I had spoken 
to him, nor because his friend had 
spoken to him; but I learned af- 
terwards: That when he left his 
home that afternoon to take his 
train out, his good Christian wife 
had thrown her arms around his 
neck and said, 
be an awful thing, after we have 
journeyed together all these years, 
for us to be separated for eternity, 
and your life is so perilous.” Then 
she drew his head down a little 
closer, and said, “George, it is an 
awful thing not to know Jesus.” 

But I do not think that was al- 
together the reason, I think it was 
not the pleading of his wife and 


the kiss she put upon his face, 


but it was the text, and Jesus 
of Nazareth was passing by. 

At another time I was holding 
a meeting when a great, burley 
New Englander came up to me, 


and said, “Did you not conduct 
a mission in Oregon?” When I said 
“yes” he said, “Do you remember 
George Samson, the engine-driv- 


“George, it would a 


er?” “Yes,” I said, “very well.” 
“He is my brother,” he said, “and 
do you know, sir, I have prayed 
for him for twenty-five years, and 
when he accepted Christ, his wife 
made her way to the nearest tele- 
graph office, and sent me this 
message away across the conti- 
nent, ‘George is converted,’ and 
I will wait here to receive your 
greetings,’ and I replied over 
the wires, ‘Praise God! I have 
been praying for this for a quar- 
ter of a century.’ ” 

It is when the sermon grips you, 
and sin haunts you, and when 
your mother’s prayer follows you, 
and your father’s message will 
not let you go, that my text is 
true. “Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by.” 


II. Every Sinner Must Come 
to Jesus as a Blind Man 


Go back a moment to the blind 
man. He was groping there in the 
darkness, and there. are three 
things about him that you must 
understand. The first is this—he 


(Continued on page 8) 
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| needed Christ; he could not see, 


10r can you. 

Perhaps you have all your life 
been troubled with doubt; you 
almost doubt the existence of God, 
vou question the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, you doubt the deity 
of Jesus. You cannot see, and it 
is no wonder. The things of God 
are not intellectually discerned 
first, they are spiritually dis- 
cerned; and it is not what a man 
can weigh with his mind or un- 
derstand with his intellect—it is 
not that which saves him, It is 
the acceptance of Jesus. 

Secondly, he could only feel, 
but he knew that he wanted the 
Gaviour. That is the experience 
of every one who is away from 
Christ, though he may not ac- 
knowledge it. The pleasures of the 
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world have not satisfied him, sin 
has only mocked him, trouble has 
all but crushed him, and he has 
an ache in his heart. Every one 
away from Christ today, if he 
would confess it, would be obliged 
to say, “This is, indeed, true, I 
wish I knew Jesus,” #¢ 

Thirdly, the only thing that he 
could do was to step out into the 
darkness. He could not see, he 
could only feel, and when he step- 
ped out into the darkness, Jesus 
gave.ehim sight. Our American 
poet, Whittier, put it as beautiful- 
ly as any man could when he 
said: 


“The steps of faith fall on the 
seeming void, 
And find the Rock beneath.” 


And that is the story of every- 
one who has become a Christian. 
You may not be able to under- 
stand, but step out by faith. You 
may not be able to explain the 
mysteries of the Scriptures, but 
step out by faith, and at this mo- 
ment you may be saved. 

D. L. Moody began his great 
conferences at Northfield with 
just a little handful of men, and 
one of the men who came to 
one of the first conferences was 
an Anglican clergyman, who told 
Mr. Moody how there came into 
his home in England an old Ger- 
man professor, an agnostic; and 
this professor went with the An- 
glican clergyman one Sunday to 
the services of his Church. When 
the day was over the clergyman 


said to him, “Well, professor, what 


do you think of it?” 

The old man hesitated a second 
and said, “It is all very beautiful.” 

Then the old clergyman said, 
“Professor, don’t you think it is 
likely there is a God?” 

“Yes, likely,” was the hesitat- 
ing reply. 

Well, if there is a God, don’t 
you think He would make a rev- 
elation of Himself to His crea- 
tures?” 

“Yes, I should think He ought 
to,”’ 

“Well,” said the clergyman, “if 
He has made this revelation to 
His creatures, don’t you think He 
would make it plain if they would 
ask Him?” 

The old German professor saw 
where he was going to, logically, 
and he had to reply, . Yes, I 
should think He ought to.” 

“Have you ever asked Him?” 

“No, I never have.” 

“Well, get down on your knees, 
and I will ask Him for you.” 


And they got down on their 
knees in the rectory; and the 
clergyman said, 
Thyself to my old friend now;” 
then he put his arm around his 
friend, and said, ‘You pray.” 

The professor hesitated a min- 
ute, and then began in a trembling 
voice: “O God,” he said, and then, 
as if he had gone too far, he 


changed his prayer. “O God, if 
there be a God, show me the 
light, and I will———.” He was 
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going to say, “And I will walk in 
it,” when springing to his feet, 
with the tears rolling down his 
cheeks, he said, “Why, I see it 
now, and it is glorious!” 

And whenever God has a man’s 
will, whenever He has his absolute 
surrender, whenever He has his 
acceptance of Christ by: faith, the 
man can step out into what seems 
to be darkness, and he will find 
all to be light. 


III. Only Three Things You 
Can Do With Jesus 


But, what if you were to let 
Jesus of Nazareth pass by? Some 
of you will not understand what I 
am going to say now, but it is 
true if the Bible is true. If you 
allow Jesus of Nazareth to pass 
by, and you do not take Him as 
your Saviour, then you have lost 
the power of prayer. There is only 
one way to pray, and it is in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord. 

When our Civil War was on in 
the United States, a young fel- 
low, passing over the battlefield, 
saw a friend of his lying there 
who was shot almost to pieces. He 
stooped down and straighted out 
the shattered limbs, took water 
from his canteen to wash away 
the blood from his face, and then 
said, “Is there anything more I 
can do for you?” 


“Yes, there is something you 
can do for me,” replied the dying 
lad. “If you have a piece of paper 
in your pocket, and will write a 
letter to my father, I think I can 
sign it. My father is a great judge 
in the North, and if you take him 
this letter, he will help you.” 


And this was the letter: ‘‘Dear 
Father: I am dying on the battle- 
field, and one of my friends is 
helping me, and if he ever comes 
to you, be kind to him, for Char- 
lie’s sake,” And then, with fin- 
gers that were fast stiffening in 
death, he signed his name. 


The Civil War came to its end, 
and the soldiers went back home. 
One of them, in tattered uniform, 
made his way to the home of this 
great judge, but .the servants 
would not admit him, for he ‘look- 
ed like a tramp. He waited until 
the judge came~out, and then 
stepped _in front. of him holding 
out this soiled’ piece of paper. But 
the judge, thinking it was a plea 
for assistance, pushed him to one 
side. Then the. soldier ...stepped 
back again, and showed him his 
boy’s signature, and that made 
all the difference in the world. 
He threw his arms around the 
soldier, and took him back into 
his house, and said to him, with 
tears running down his cheeks, 
“You can have everything that my 
money can buy, everything that 
my influence will secure.” The 
name did it! And there is a Name 
that unlocks Heaven; it is this: 


“Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 
Sweetest carol ever sung: 
Jesus, blessed Jesus.” 


If you are letting Him pass by, 
God pity you. There are only three 
things that you can do with Jesus. 
First, you can be indifferent to 
Him. Indifferent to Jesus, the 
Saviour of your mother, the 
Friend of your father! Secondly, 
you can reject Him. Thirdly, you 
can accept Him. Sooner reject 
your own mother than Jesus. 


A friend of mine was sitting in 
his office, in Chicago, when he 
heard a rap at the door, and there 
came in a young fellow, who called 
him by name and said, “Do you 
think there is any hope for me to 
be a Christian?” 

My friend said, “Certainly.” 

“But,” he said, “wait a moment. 
Can aman be a Christian and turn 
against his mother?” And he went 
on to tell him this story: 


He said, “I left my home in the 
eastern states, and my mother fol- 
lowed me with her letters and 
prayers; this angered me. When- 
ever I got a letter, I just threw 
it unopened into the fire. Then 
she came after me, into the city 
where I lived, and found her way 
to the railroad, where I was work- 
ing, and one day she followed me 
onto the track where my engine 
was waiting, and looked up into 
my face.” Then he paused a mo- 
ment, and said, “What do you 
think I did?” My friend said, “TI 
know what you did; you sprang 
down from your engine, and you 
took her in your arms, and kissed 
her dear face, and called her 
mother!” “No,” said he, “I did not. 
I opened the throttle, drew my 


engine off, and left her standing 
there. “Then,” he said, “she came 
to the, enginehouse, but I would 
not see her. Then she made her 
way back to her home in the 
East, heartbroken. Can a man be 
a Christian and do that?” 


Six months later this same man 
sat in my friend’s office, and he 
said, ‘My mother is in the hotel 
across the street. I am taking 
her back with me to the West. 
She cannot live very long now, but 
I am doing all I can for her. Do 
you think a man can be a Chris- 
tian if he has done all he can to 
atone for the past?” Accept Him 
now, with all your doubts and 
all your sins. He is passing: by. 
Take Him and He will blot out 
your sins, 


We were in Minneapolis when 
a businessman was urged to come 
to the mission, and the more he 
was urged the more angry he 
became. One night, they say, he 
stopped for a moment at the door 
of the hall, and this was the on- 
ly sentence he heard in all the 
sermon, “Accept Him now.” He 
went away to his home, and they 
never heard him say an unkind 
word about the mission after that. 
He never confessed to being a 
Christian, but all his friends knew 
he was changed. That was in 
October, and when Christmas 
morning came, he called his wife 
and children into his study, and 
said, “I want to make you the 
best Christmas present I have 
ever given you.” and putting his 
arm around his wife, he said, “TI 
want to give you a Christian hus- 
band.” Then, with one arm a- 
round his wife, and the other en- 
circling the children, he started 
to pray, and broke down sobbing. 
But from that day to this he has 
lived a consistent Christian life. 
Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. 
He is here at this moment. He is 
waiting and pleading. I beseech 
you to take Him. 


(From the book, REVIVAL SERMONS, 
published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, N, Y. Used by permission. 
Price, $1.50.) 


Will You or Won’t You? 

You have read the moving, ten- 
der sermaqn by the late Evangelist 
J. Wilbur Chapman. Surely your 
heart has been touched. If you are 
a poor, undone sinner, now the edi- 
tor pleads with you to turn to 
Jesus Christ and accept Him now 
as your own personal Saviour. 

In John 1:12 Jesus said, ‘But 
as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.” If you will here 
and now receive Jesus Christ as 
your own Saviour, turning your 
heart from your sins, depending 
upon Him to:forgive you, surrend- 
ering to Him now as your own 
Lord and Saviour, then the mat- 
ter will be settled at once and 
forever! I beg you, this moment, 
to make the holy decision. Will 
you accept Jesus Christ now or 
no? 

If you will repent of your sins 
and accept Jesus Christ as your 
own personal Saviour, I beg you 
to sign the decision form below, 
copy it in a letter and mail it 
to the editor at once. I would be 
so glad to send you a letter of 
encouragement and further help 
in the Christian life. Do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
SWORD OF THE LORD 


| Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read the sermon, “Ac- 
cept Him Now” by the late Evan- 
gelist J. Wilbur Chapman. I be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ passes by 
today and that the Holy Spirit 
convicts people of sin, and helps 
them to be saved if they will. I 
know that I need Christ as my 
Saviour. I dare not delay. So, 
here and now, this very moment, 
I open my heart to Jesus. I ask 
Him to forgive my sins and de- 
pend upon Him to do-it. I turn 
my heart away from sin, and set 
out -to live for Jesus, relying on 
Him to forgive my sins and take 
me to Heaven because He died 
in my place and invites me to 
come. I do come today. This is my 
profession of faith in Christ. I 
set out to follow Him and serve 
orem the rest of my days by His 

elp, 


Signed 
Address 
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*BOYS-GIRL-YOUNG ADULTS... 


,Who want Academic and sive courses may 
apply for enroliment the 
High School Department 
Opening this fall—grades 9 & 10 
Courses designed for vice, missionary” field in 
" evangelism, hristian — 
“work, Standard of educat provi 
Junior Matriculation & cpr ine rertaben. 


Write: ATLANTIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 
. “Interdenominational-Evangelistic’’ 
Hampton, New Brunswick, Canada 
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CHRISTIAN WRITERS 


BECOMEA TRAINED 
Christian Writer... 


~~ 


can write and be paid for. 


ee 


=Write today for free sample 
“lesson and complete information. No 
obligation. Write Dept. SL-85 


434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 


s,- More chan 160 religious publications 
° * are looking for articles that you 


YOU HAVE THE KNOW-HOW, 
Today hundreds of students of 
Christian Writers Institute 

are selling well-written srories 
and articles to these publications. 


Study at home in your spare time, Get 
the professional training that will bring 
_ you editors’ checks. MARKET TIPS, 
=... _ publication free with each course, 
lists markets and tells how to slant 
*. materials for individual magazines.’ 
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VITAMIN VALUE! 


Vitamin- 
Mineral 


Dietary Supplement 


Vigor, pep and stamina renewed! So 
users gladly testify. Study the formula; 
compare the price! Unequalled value in 
number of nutriments and 


~HI-POTENCY 


otencies, 


low price. 


30 Days’ Supply — 270 Tablets 


Try for 30 days and SEE—3 vitamin. 
tablets, 6 mineral tablets each day. 

Unit of 3 bottles, one of Multi-Vitamins, 
two of Multi-minerals. Full 30 day ra- 
tion only $6.85. 


Multi-Vitamins: 1-Day Supply gives 


Vitamin A 25,500 USP, Choriee * 660 mg, 
Vitamin D 1,200 USP, Folic ‘Acid 1.5 mg. 
Vitamin Bl ...... 18 me, Inositol  .......0.... mg. 
Vitamin B2 ...... 12 mg. Para-Amino 
fie eee 15 mg Benzoic Acid 30 mg. 
Niacinamide 15 mg Biotin ........ 0.003 mg, 
Vitamin B6 ... 6G meg Yeast (dietary) ..-4 gr. 
Vitamin B12... 2 meg. LAVOE 6 
Vitamin C .... 150 me, (Whole dried) 
Vitamin B ........ 310 Chlorophyll ...... 3 mg. 
Vitamin K_ ........ 1 mg. Alfalfa Juice ... 1 gp. 
Calcium (Concentrate) 
Pantothenate .. 9 mg. TT: | Sealer. 1 mg. 


Plus 10 Minerals 
Order today and save 
15% Discount to Ministers 
(If you live in California add 3% sales tax) 


Write to: 


PAS-CAL COMPANY 


P. 0. Box 203-SLK 
Altadena, California 


You can't miss! 
“Sunshine _ Line” 
selves. They are America’s favorite 


The famous 
cards sell them. 


religious cards. There is a new 
religious awakening in America and 
people are demanding Christ-hon- 
oring Christmas greetings. Sell the 
leading religious assortments! Write 
today for literature on the “Sun- 
shine Line,” 
and fast-selling Christmas items, 


ON APPROVAL 


TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS, Dept. WI} 


Address 
City 


Anderson, Ind. or San Jose, Calif. 
Name 


other leadirig boxes, 


Zone...... State. 


[] Please send literature ONLY 
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